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in operation in a given situation 
is the # and the concrete forms 
of its operation is known as #@ 
Thus we have {2 
is translated “sincerity by most 
sinalogues, but the idea’may best 
be rendered by the English expres- 
sion harmony with or conformity 
to nature or the universe. But 
what is the universe or nature? At 
bottom the Chinese conception is 
naturalistic, and therefore Con- 


fucian ethics has a naturalistic | 


basis. 


To Christianize Chinese life is 
to change the very basis of its 
morality, to substitute a personal 
God, the Father of Jesus and of 
all men for the impersonal, at the 
best, pantheistic, nature. In other 
words, the problem is how to give 
Chinese morality a new soul. That 
having been done, the will 
take care of itself, if liberty of 
expression is given. 


When Christianity or the Divine 
Life of God throug’: Jesus Christ 
is in the Chinese and the Chinese 
nation, it will express itself in the 
Chinese family, the Chinese so- 
ciety, and the Chinese state, as 
well as the Chinese church. When 
the form is genuinely Chinese, it 
is indigenous and it cannot help 
being indigenous if it is free. This 
raises a problem, how can we ef- 
fectively get Christianity into the 
life of the Chinese and the Chinese 
nation, unless the form in which 
it is presented to them is indigen- 
ous with them? And, on the other 
hand, how can there be an indi- 
genous form, unless the Chinese 
have got Christianity themselves? 
This to my mind is the probiem of 


_ the Indigenous Church. The Church 


is the organization which exists 
solely for the expression and pro- 
pagating of the Christian life in 
and among men, and therefore the 
problem of Indigenous’ Chris- 
tianity begins with that of the 
Indigenous Church. 


What is the Church? What are 
its constituent elements? When 
we think of the Church, naturally 
we think of a group of people who 
call themselves Christians, organiz- 
ed under the leadership of a minis- 


ter or a number of ministers, with 
some definite place, usually a build- 
ing, for purposes of worship and 
as the center of their religious 
activities. For the effective execu- 
tion of these purposes and the pro- 
per carrying out of these activities 
institutions are organized and 
material means used. For all these 
things money is necessary. 

What would make the Church in 
China indigenous? Certainly the 
body of its membership must he 
Chinese, its leadership assumed by 
Chinese men, and the money to 
finance its activities and institu- 
tions largely from Chinese sources. 
Some of you will perhaps begin to 
think of Chinese architecture and 
other forms of fine arts, Chinese 
adaptations of hymnology and 
ritual, Chinese missionary societies 
and Christian literature. All these 
are essential, but we have to ask 
further whether the motive force 
behind them is or not from the 
Chinese Christians, and whether 
or not all the activities and institu- 
tions are the natural and spon- 
taneous forms of expression of 
the Christian life in the Chinese 
Christians. If not, we may have 
all these things, but not an Indi- 
genous Chinese Church. 


You will perhaps wonder why I 
do not mention Chinese control. 
But can the Christian life of the 
Chinese find its natural and spon- 
taneous expression if it is con- 
trolled from outside? 


Freedom of expression and free- 
dom of experimentation is essential 
to the great work of making Chris- 
tianity and the Church incigenous 
in China. 


It is no excuse to say that in the 
ripeness of time this freedom will 
be given. We want to do it at this 
time. This morning Dr. Mott 
spoke of the rising tide that may 
not return, at least not in the same 
form and Dr. Cheng called our at- 
tention to the difficulties confront- 
ing the Christian movement in 
this country. Are we going to seize 


the hour of the rising tide for the © 


Christianization of China in spite 
of all the difficulties?) We can do 
it by encouraging the Chinese 


Christians to express the life of 
Jesus in them in ways that are 
most natural to them and most 
intelligible to their non-Christian 
fellow-countrymen. 


Friends, do not understand me 
to say that it is necessary for mis- 
sionaries from abroad to stop try- 
ing to present Christianity to us 
in their own forms. Let them 
bring to China all the rich herit- 
age of the Christian bodies in Eu- 
rope and America, let them bring 
all their polities, all their creeds, 
all their rituals which we believe 
are the results of their Christian 
experiences and the manners in 
which they can best express their 
religious life and convictions. All 
these are welcome to us, so long 
as it is not dogmatically asserted 
that any of them is final. Perhaps 
it will turn out that the way we 
Chinese wish to express our re- 
ligious life is one of the ways al- 
ready tried out abroad. Making 


Christianity indigenous in China | 


does not exclude borrowing an‘ 
adaptation. But the borrowing 
must be done by the Chinese and 
not imposed upon them. 

This means that the most tole- 
rant and sympathetic attitude 
must be assumed by our missionary 
friends who have been brought up 
in a different cultural environment 
and with a different cultural herit- 
age from our own. None of us are 
in a position to say how the Chin- 
ese people will express the Chris- 
tianity which comes to them 
through the efforts and sacrifices 
of the missionaries who have labor- 
ed during the last hundred, or 
should I not say, three hundred 
years. The only way to find out 
is by daring experimentation and 
what we desire and need is_ the 
freedom of making experiments. 

Some of these experiments may 
fail, and we must not be discourag- 
ed by failures. By the grace of 
God who is ever cooperating with 
us in all our enterprises under- 
taken in his name and in the spirit 
of Jesus Christ some of the ex- 
periments will succeed, and will 
perhaps succeed in such manners 
as to surprise even the boldest 
optimist. | 
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This task of making Christianity 
and the Christian Church indi- 
genous in China is not only ours, 
but yours too, my friends from 
abroad. It is our joint task. We 
need your sympathy and your as- 
sistance in the exercise of the free- 
dom of expressing ourselves in the 
best way we can under the 
guidance of God. 


With the freedom of expression 
given to the Chinese Christians we 
may expect to find in the ripeness 
of time the indigenous Church in 
China in full blossom—with its 
own activities, its own expressions 
in art and in theology, yes, with 
its own polity and institutions— 
not as hindrances to its life but as 
its natural and spontaneous ex- 
pression of the very life of God in 
man. No prophet could see this 
new Church in its details, but all 
of us who have faith in God have 
faith in the possibilities of the 
Church in China. 


Before I close, let me just raise 
one more question—Will _ the 
Church in China add to the num- 
bers of the denominational chur- 
ches now in existence? Perhaps it 
may, but what harm will that do? 
The development of the Church in 
China may show the way how there 
may be real unity in diversity, how 
we may be one in fellowship with 
Christ though we may express 
that fellowship in different ways. 

As to historical continuity, we 
shall not break it and we cannot. 
Do we not owe our Christian life 
and spirit to the labor and effort 
of our mother churches which have 
sent us the thousands of mission- 
aries? That relationship will stand 
and stand forever. God forbid that 
we ever think of breaking or ignor- 
ing it. 


CONFERENCE WITH 
DR. JOHN R. MOTT 


The Conference caiied to meet 
with Dr. John R. Mott in Shanghai 
January 5-7 was one of a series 
arranged by Dr. Mott to help him 
as Chairman of the International 
Missionary Council to study the 


. situation in the Christian Churches 


in lands bordering on the Pacific 
basin. The results of these con- 
ferences and of a similar seriés 
being held by Mr. J. H. Oldham in 
Africa are nreparator, to a meet- 
ing of the [International Missivun- 
ary Council at Stockholm this 
summer to determine on the advis- 
ability of calling an enlarged meet- 
ing of the Council—perhaps in 
Jerusalem in 1928—-to be attended 


-by representatives of the Christian 


Churches of all lands that are pre- 
pared to confer in order to think 
and pray together about the future 
of the over-seas work of Christians 
from Europe and America. 


The Conference was called to- 
gether at Dr. Mott’s request by the 
Executive Committee of the 
N.C.C., most of whose members 
were present. Of the total of 
sixty-four persons in attendance 
slightly less than half were mem- 
bers of the N.C.C., Dr. Mott hav- 
ing specially requested that the 
invitations to the Conference be 
not confined to the membership of 
the Council. 


Dr. D. Z. T.Yui presided over the 
meeting. The topics for discussion 
had been carefully worked over in 
advance by the Executive of the 
N. C. C. in conference with Dr. 
Mott. After a brief introductory 
statement of each of the seven 
topics which came before the meet- 
ing, the time was given up to dis- 
cussion. The Conference decided 
to prepare findings. These were 
discussed on the third day and 
then referred to the Executive of 
the N.C.C. to be used at their dis- 


cretion. 


The Executive Committee re- 
ceived the findings with apprecia- 
tion and recommended that they 
be referred to Christians in China 
and abroad “as valuable source 
material for the study of the Chris- 
tian Movement in China today.” 
It recommended further that they 
be referred to the respective com- 
mittees or the affiliated organiza- 
tions of the N.C.C. for further 
study and report to the May meet- 
ing of the Council. 


“The Conference was character- 
ized by frank speech, strong 
mutual sympathy, and a fine 
devotional spirit. Though always 
close to reality in its discussions, 
the prevailing note was one of 
well-founded optimism. One 
speaker protested against the pre- 
sent tendency toward pessimism, 
fear, and resignation on the part 
of missionaries, illustrating his 
point by the story of the two elder- 
ly women who at a time of sick- 
ness were offering mutual con- 
solation, whereupon one of them 
remarked, “Well, if the worst 
comes to the worst, we are in the 
hands of God.” This, he thought, 
was emphatically not the spirit 
which we should exhibit at the 
present time. 


Needless to say, Dr. Mott con- 
tributed much, both by his person- 
ality and his strong addresses, to 
the success of the whole con- 
ference.” 


The Questions which were dis- 
cussed and the Findings are given 
below under their respective head- 


ings. 
I. Spiritual Preparedness of the 


Christian Church in China to Meet 
the Present Situation 


QUESTIONS 


1. Why is it that the Christian 
Movement in China has impressed 
people chiefly as a movement of 
“activities” rather than as a 
spiritual force? What changes in 
program and emphasis does this 
situation call for? 


2. To what extent are the con- 
ditions of spiritual power being 
fulfilled in the “lives of mission- 
aries, Chinese pastors, and other 
leaders of the Christian com- 
munity? 


3. How far can we look upon 
the anti-Christian anc anti- 
religious movements of the pre- 
sent time as the demand of those 
who have heard the Gospel to see 
it thoroughly embodied in the in- 
ee or groups which profess 
it 
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How far may we regard the 
anti-religious movement as_ the 
negative side of the positive pas- 
sion of men for reality in religion? 


4. Upon what few things 
should China concentrate its 
strength today so as to be of great- 
est service to the people of China? 


I. FINDINGS 


A church’s prosperity imperils 
her soul, so declares history, and 
the Church in China today faces 
this danger. This may be demons- 
trated as follows: 


1. Material equipment has been 
greatly increased, and it should 
continue to be increased. Manage- 
ment of this, however, may require 
an undue proportion of the 
thought and time of Christian 
leaders, both Chinese and mission- 
ary. It may also impress non- 
Christians with the wealth of the 
Church rather than its spiritual 
powers. It may even bring doubts 
into the minds of some as to the 
real desire of the Church to share 
the burden of sorrow and suffer- 
ing of the poor as Christ did. 

2. The increased influence of 
church members and of Christian- 
ity as a movement is readily admit- 
ted. This may at times have been 
secured at the expense of spiritual 
power. The Church may be tempt- 
ed to use it in lines of activity 
which might give unbelievers a 
wrong conception of her nature. 
Having this influence tends to 
lessen our dependence upon 


spiritual forces for the success of 
our work. 


38. Church work has developed 
very rapidly both in the size of its 
institutions and variety of its 
activities. It demands a like in- 
crease in organization and ad- 
ministration. This has so added to 
the work of church leaders, both 
lay and clerical, Chinese and for- 
eign, that fellowship with the 
Master is sometimes hurried, if 
not crowded out. Also a mechanic- 
al routine may so occupy Chris- 
tian workers as to leave them 


little, if any, opportunity for the 


personal contacts that should be 
made in parish, school or clinic. 


The only safeguard against this 
deadening influence is the Living 
Spirit of the Crucified and Risen 
Christ Himself. If the price re- 
quired for this spiritual power in- 
volves the use of a smaller equip- 
ment and a narrowing of the range 
of influence and activities, then the 
price must be paid, for it must be 
recognized that its possession is 
essential if the Church is to meet 
the present situation. In seeking 
this power attention should be paid 
to the following: 

1. Christian workers, Chinese 
and missionary, must determine to 
find time for unhurried Bible 
study, prayer and meditation. No 
work can be of sufficient import- 
ance to justify crowding out com- 
munion with God, wherein a Chris- 


tian worker dedicated to the doing 


of His will seeks guidance as to 
what work should be done and 
power for the doing of it. 


2. Fellowship in things of the 
Spirit as in retreats or small 
prayer circles should be made more 
use of. Spiritual things should be 
given a large place in conversation 
as a Christian leader meets and 
communes with his fellow in the 
regular work of the church. 


3. All activities should be the 
necessary outgrowth of a spirit 
filled life and should be permeated 
with spiritual motive and power. 
More spiritual fellowship in com- 
mittee room and in office, as well 


as on inspection tours, should be 
sought. 


4. Greater use of worship in 
the life of the Church is needed. A 
fuller exploration should be made 
of the types of worship best suited 
to the Chinese. A greater 
emphasis should be given to the 
spiritual in preaching and in re- 
ligious education. 

_ 5. Constant pastoral visitation 
and unceasing promotion of the 
morning watch and family worship 
will help to strengthen the spiritu- 
al life of the church membership. 

6. Stewardship of time and 
money as a means of developing 
spiritual power should be stressed 
and opportunities given for its 


exercise. 


7. Emphasis upon the inherent 
oneness of all Christians will help 
to develop that spirit of mutual 
love and confidence which must 
form the basis of the Church’s 
united testimony to the world. 


By use of these means can the 
door be kept open for the Master 
to come in and take possession of 
those for whom He died. His pre- 
sence alone can guard against the 
dangers inherent in the growth 
and material prosperity of the 
Church. Then, and then only, can 
God manifest through Christians, 
whether Chinese or missionary, a 
spiritual force and a_ witnessing 
power that will provide the, church 
with a real spiritual leadership 
and adequately prepare her to meet 
and overcome the difficulties of the 
present situation. 


II. Making Christian Indigenous 
in China 


QUESTIONS 


1. What do we mean by the 
phrase making Christianity in- 
digenous in China? 

2. In what measure is auto- 
nomy essential? Why? What is 
included in autonomy? Does it in- 
volve ecclesiastical, administrative 
and financial autonomy? 


3. .What principles’ should 
govern the incorporation into the 
Chinese Christian Church of ideals 


and customs from Chinese civiliza- 
tion? 


Il. FINDINGS 


The Committee finds itself ham- 
pered at the outset by the lack of 
any clean cut conception of the 
term “indigenous” in relation to 
the term Christianity. Our chief 
source of difficulty arises from the 
fact that “indigenuous” is by no 
means on all fours with the Chin- 
ese term A {4 fj From one point 
of view the Chinese term is’_ the 
more exact term in the present con- 
nection since it contains no re- 
ference to the origin of Chris- 
tianity. Yet it is unsatisfactory, 
since it has no necessary histori- 
cal connotation whatever, and can 
therefore be used, and at the pre- 
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sent time is sometimes used, to ex- 
press a mainly surface conception 
of the Church as something which 
is held and administered by Chin- 
ese alone. In this sense f& 
Christianity may be largely des- 
titute of any true and valuable 
emphasis on those spiritual values 
which by the unceasing operation 
of the Holy Spirit have been en- 
gendered and fostered from the 
earliest times in the Chinese peo- 
ple. It may therefore be some- 
thing mainly adventitious and 
idiosyncratic, something not so 
much revealing Chinese as 
its present #%# On the other 
hand “indigenous” while em- 
phasizing the fact of originating 
in a certain place and so giving due 
weight to the historical  signi- 
ficance required in this connection, 
confuses the mind. Christianity 
cannot be regarded as indigenous 
to any country or race, except that 
where the Incarnation took place. 


Since, however, the term is in 
current use we think the Con- 
ference needs to take this op- 
portunity of putting itself on re- 
cord as giving the following mean- 
ing to the term “indigenous Chris- 
tianity”—viz., a form of Chris- 
tianity which may be expected to 
develop in the Chinese Church 
when the excessive pressure of for- 
eign theology and administrative 
control is removed and a _ conse- 
quent greater initiative of thought 
and activity result under’ the 
stimulating power of the Holy 
Spirit; a form also which both in 
the realm of religious faith and in 
that of order will undoubtedly re- 
veal and bring to fruition in Christ 
those distinctive spiritual values, 
e.g., ethical ideals, principles of 
polity, qualities of character, re- 
verent responses to Beauty and 
Truth which have in the past be- 
come indigenous to the Chinese 
race. 


Why should an indigenous Chris- 
tianity be expressly fostered? 

1. Because the Christian. move- 
ment in China has now reached a 
point where full freedom for self- 
expression is needed and so the ex- 
cessive westernism of the Chris- 


tianity hitherto prevalent be re- 
medied. 


2. In order that the Christian 
message may come in a form more 
easily understandable and more 
sympathetically relatable to the 
mentality and general outlook of 
all classes. 


8. In order that Chinese Chris- 
tians in their public worship and 
devotional approach to God may 
find themselves in an atmosphere 
more conducive to instinctive and 
real fellowship with God, and_ so 
become more able to bear all the 
fruits of the Spirit. 


. 4, In order that Christ’s fulfilling 

function may be accomplished that 
those distinctive elements in 
Chinese culture and personality 
which are waiting to be fulfilled 
in Him may be fulfilled and thus 
a distinctive Chinese contribution 
be made to the actualization of 
aot Christianity throughout the 
world. 


How not to get it. The Com- 
mittee felt the force of the sugges- 
tion made that by making indi- 
genousness an end in itself, the 
Church would defeat its own ends, 
and the result would be question- 
ably Christian and questionably 
indigenous in any true sense. 


How to get it. By seeing to it 
that within the body of the Church 
in all problems of the Church’s 
faith and order its government, 
finance and propagation, Chinese 
initiative should have an entirely 


’ free course, and that the Chinese 


should work, realizing that in the 
sight of God the ultimate res- 
ponsibility as also the spiritual and 
formal authority is theirs and 
theirs alone. — 


By deliberately incorporating 
into the Church’s thought and 
practice such Chinese ideals and 
customs that may be so Chris- 
tianized as to become vehicles for 
a fuller growth and expression of 
Chinese Christian life. 


The application of the above 


principles should depend upon local 


conditions as relating to the matu- 
rity of a given Christian body. 


Christian Literature 
QUESTIONS 


1. Just what kinds of literature 
should be regarded as Christian 
for purposes of this discussion? 


2. Should the primary aim be 
to reach the leaders of thought or 
to influence the masses? 


3. How can literature be given a 
much larger and more influential 
place in the Christian movement? 


4. How far and in what ways can 
the churches, missions and mission 
boards hasten the production and 
distribution of helpful Christian 
literature? | 


III. FINDINGS 


Never has the demand for Chris- 
tian literature in China been so 
insistent as now. The _ Renais- 
sance movement, communistic pro- 
paganda, the Anti-Christian Move- 
ment and the rapidly rising spirit 
of nationalism have been finding 
expression through literary chan- 
nels and flooding the country with 
a new literature. The growth in 
literacy following on the Mass 
Education Movement, as well as 
the speedy spread of education, is 
arousing among students and the 
intelligentia, as well as among the 
masses, a craving for all kinds of 
reading matter. Many Christians 
are thirsting for a literature which 
will offer solutions to pressing 
problems in harmony with the 
principles of Jesus. 


We are deeply concerned, at 
such a time as this, with the 
absence of a literature program. 
While literature of all kinds is be- 
ing widely distributed and read 
throughout China, the Christian 
forces for various reasons have 
been pitifully slow to seize the op- 


portunity which confronts them. | 


It is high time for the Christian 
Church to meet the situation and 
to meet it adequately. It is urgent 
that there be produced as prompt- 
ly as possible a theological, philoso- 
phical, devotional, 
popular literature for all the 


classes that are awaiting to know 


Christ and the Christian life. 


ethical, 
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We are forced to the conviction 
that Christian literature must no 
longer be regarded as a secondary 
issue in the program of the 
Christian enterprise in China. It 
must be given a place of major im- 
portance, calling for a large use 


of men and money comparable to — 


that devoted to medicine and 
education. Nothing less than a 
comprehensive program in 
which all available resources shall 
be utilized in a concerted effort to 
meet the present need and in which 
all the Christian forces now work- 
ing in China shall have an effective 
share, will enable the Chinese 
Church to take full advantage of 
the opportunity of the hour. 

We appreciate the efforts now 
being made by various existing 
societies. We rejoice in the or- 
ganization during the year by a 
small group of Chinese writers 
and their supporters, the National 
Christian Literature Association. 
None realizes more than they that 
unless the present meagre resour- 
ces be vastly supplemented, Chris- 
tian literature will utterly fail to 
meet the present crisis and “he 
Christian Movement in China will 
suffer such a set-back as will handi- 
cap its future for generations. 

Therefore, it is our conviction 

1. That the carrying out of 
such a program can best be ac- 
complished through one or more 
groups of Chinese Christians who 
have the confidence of the Chris- 
tian Church. 


2. That as an immediate under- 


taking a thorough and _ scientific 
survey be made of Christian lite- 
rature in China which shall be of 
as high a quality as the survey of 
education made in 1922 by the 
China Educational Commission or 
the survey of literature for Mos- 
lems more recently made by work- 


ers among Moslems throughout the 
world. 


IV. Principles which should Govern 
the Policy of Christian Missions in 
China in the Years Ahead 
QUESTIONS 

1. What should be the function 


of the missions in their cooperation 
with Chinese churches? 


2. What are likely to be the most 
important functions of the mis- 
sionary in the period ahead? What 
types of workers from abroad does 
the Christian Movement need most 
at this time? 


3. Is there a special demand for 
men and women with technical 
training, e.g., in Religious Educa- 
tion and Sunday School work, in 
the production and circulation of 
literature, in work for’ special 
classes, such as students, the labor- 


ing and farming classes, Moslems, 
etc? 


Is there a call that special work- 
ers, as e.g., for Moslems, industrial 
conditions, should be organized 
rather in connection with a com- 
mittee of the N. C. C. than with 
their own Mission Board? 


4. What is the best way to make 
provision for bringing to China 
the leaders of Christian thought 
and influence in the West? 


5. What principles should con- 
stitute the basis for determining 
the scale on which mission work 
is developed? What, for instance. 
should be the relationship between 
the size and the complexity of 
Christian organizations and in- 
stitutions and the economic stan- 
dards of China? 


6. What is the place of the an- 
nual mission meeting and meetings 
of Advisory Councils of the mis- 
sions? Has the time come in the 
older missions for a change in 
policy which will give the Chinese 


Church a voice in determining the . 


character of appeals for staff and 
money which are sent to the mis- 
sionary societies abroad? 


7. What should determine the 
time of transfer of authority from 
mission to church in regard to 
evangelistic and ral, educa- 
tional and medical work and also 
in ecclesiastical control? 


8. Are we to take for granted 


that all mission property, hospitals 
and schools as well as churches and 


_ chapels should be transferred to 


the native churches? If so, what 
measures should be followed in 
transferring the ownership and 
control- of mission property to 


them. What bearing should the 
whole question of the source of 
financial support for churches and 
schools and for institutional work 
other than schools have on the 
problem of devolution in its var- 
ious aspects? 


IV. FINDINGS 
I. Regarding the Chinese Church 


This Conference is of the opin- 
ion that the consummation of the 
missionary task is the establish- 
ment of a_ self-governing, self- 
propagating and_ self-supporting 
Church. That Church should have 
full freedom in the development of 
its spiritual life; it should have 
ecclesiastical autonomy. Neither 
the Chinese Christians nor the for- 
eign missionaries can be satisfied 
with anything less than this. 


The administration of the whole 
Christian enterprise, including all 
these forms which are supported 
from within and without China, 
should pass as rapidly as possible 
to the Church in China. 


The “Mission” has been a use- 
ful unit of Christian work. But 
the period of its earlier large res- 
ponsibility is closing The time 
schedule for the disappearance of 
its authority will vary by areas 
and ecclesiastical organizations. 
But the authority of the Mission 
as an organization of foreigners 
should now much more rapidly 
disappear from the Christian en- 
terprise in China. 


Il. Regarding Missionaries. 
A. Quality. 


Missionaries of the highest 
spiritual and intellectual qualities 
are more than ever needed in 
China. 


As to his spirit and attitude the 
missionary should be preeminently 
a man of humble, loving, accom- 
modating spirit. He’should 

(1) Be willing loyally to serve 

under Chinese administra- 
tive control. 


(2) Be willing to accept res- 


ponsibility for such ad- 
ministrative tasks as the 


=... 
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Chinese Church may as- 
sign, and only such tasks. 
(3) Be eager to yield up ad- 
ministrative positions to 
the Chinese more rapidly 
than the Chinese may ex- 
press a desire that he do so. 


(4) Minimize official status and 
emphasize personal ser- 
vice; he should have a pas- 
sion for friendship. 


B. Number and Types of Work. 


This Conference holds’ that 
Christian workers from the West 
still have a large place in China. 
It would ask that the Boards con- 
tinue to maintain such missionary 
forces as are desired by the Chi- 
nese Churches. 


At the same time we must seek 
a better proportion in the finances 
of the budget for the whole work. 
It is possible to give too large a 
proportion of available funds to 
the maintenance of missionaries 
as compared with the amount pro- 
vided for directly Chinese work. 
We would strongly and joyfully 
declare to the Churches and Mis- 
sion Boards that from now on the 
central task and aim is the support 
of the program of the Christian 
Church in China. 


Many adjustments in staff will 
be needed here. There should be 
a definite purpose to sub- 
stitute Chinese for mission- 
aries in certain positions; on 
the other hand there may be ad- 
dition of new missionaries (or 
training and allocation of those on 
the field) for other specific work. 
Many things new and old need to 
be done; the Chinese Church must 
have more staff, whether of Chin- 
ese or of missionaries. Christian 
literature work must be staffed. A 
stronger force is sorely needed for 
Religious Education, in rural dis- 
tricts as well as in cities; for the 
application of Christianity to In- 
dustry; and for work among Mos- 
lems. We ought to find the right 
workers, no matter of what race, 
and equip and support them. 

In view of the changed situation 
in China as regards the rapid rise 
of Chinese leadership and the 


necessity of deciding as_ to the 


relative importance ot different as- 
pects of the heip to be rendered by 
Western Christians to Christian 
work in China, we suggest that 
the National Christian Council 
take steps to secure a careful study 


of the need for missionaries in 
China. 


III. Problems of Administration 
and of Property. 


The Conference would urge that 
the Chinese Church study the ques- 
tions of agencies which must be 
created by them for administering 
educational institutions, nospitals, 
and other forms of institutional 
work, as well as evangelistic work. 


With a view to assisting chur- 
ches and missions in facing the 
problem of creating property hold- 
ing bodies which in due time and 
order may take over properties 
now owned by mission boards, we 
recommend that the National 
Christian Council provide for an 
early survey of conditions of hold- 
ing property by churches or Chin- 
ese bodies for the various forms 
of Christian activities, e.g., Church 
plans, colleges, hospitals, etc. 


We wish to make clear that the 
total physical equipment of the 
Christian enterprise in China is 
still far from adequate for the com- 
pelling undertaking before it. 
Some projects doubtless have all 
the equipment needed for some 
time to come. The development 
of other projects may have been 


arrested temporarily by recent 


— events. We regard it high- 

y important that there be no mis- 
understanding of the localized and 

character of these 
acts. 


We urge that in every project of 
development, including the erec- 


tion of buildings, careful considera-. 


tion should be given to the pos- 
sibility of future maintenance by 
the Chinese Church or other Chris- 
tian organizations. 


We appreciate the closer inter- 
pretation of present conditions in 
China, through visits of ad- 
ministrators of Mission- Boards 


who take occasion to enter into 
a more intimate understanding of 
conditions here, and we urge more 
numerous visits of this kind at the 
beginning of this new period. 
Such visits should be sufficiently 
lengthened to allow of thorough 
study. . 


IV. Interchange of Spiritual Lead- 
ers. 


The Conference would recom- 
mend to the Churches and Mission 
Boards of Western lands that tney 
provide for the mutual sharing of 
our best spiritual leadership, so 
that Chinese leaders may carry to 
those lands the spiritual contribu- 
tions of the Church in China, and 
that Western leaders may bring 
similar gifts to China. The 
National Christian Council is ask- 
ed to act as the agency to make 
arrangements for the coming and 


going of such speakers. 
V. The Christian Church and 
China’s Treaties with Foreign 
Nations 


QUESTIONS 


1. What principle should govern 
Christian bodies in dealing with 
questions of this nature? How far 
is it a function of the Christian 


- Church (as an institution) to deal 


with political matters? 


2. In the event of the abolition 
of extraterritoriality what steps 
need to be taken by Chinese Chris- 
tians or by “reciprocal agreements 
with foreign nations” to safeguard 
Christian interests in China? 


a. Religious liberty in worship. 
Are Chinese Christians today un- 
der any disabilities because of 
their religious beliefs; because of 
their education in Christian 
schools? | 


_ b. Freedom to teach religion in 


church and mission supported 
schools. 


c. What will be the status of 
mission and church property? How 
safeguard such institutions? Is 
there any law governing Trustees 
of Benevolent or Religious In- 
stitutions? 


« 
. 
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d. Should Christian and other 
religious institutions be taxed, or 
should an effort be made to secure 
their exemption from taxation? 


e. In the transfer of the control 
of Christian institutions of Chinese 
Boards, what steps should be taken 
to safeguard the Christian charac- 
ter of the institution? Should the 
transfer be made to Church 
Should membership on 
Boards of Control be confined to 
Christians? 


3. Is it uesirable that any steps 
be taken to secure some united ex- 
pression of opinion by missionaries 
and-or Chinese Christians as_ to 
what should be the attitude of the 
Christians in China in regard to 
these matters? 


4. What more can be done 
through the International Mais- 
sionary Council, the Conference of 
Missionary Societies the 
National Christian Councils in dif- 
ferent countries to strengthen the 
bonds of International Friendship 
and Goodwill? 


V. FINDINGS 


Extraterritoriality and _ the 
toleration clauses are in many im- 
portant ways now prejudicial to 
the progress of the Christian 
movement in China. The delegates 
to the Conference are unanimous 
in their conviction that both should 
be removed. 


In dealing with questions of this 
nature, Christian bodies should 
seek further to ascertain the mind 
of the Christian community 
throughout the whole country and 
to interpret it faithfully to the 
Christian world. Above all, they 
should spare no effort to streng- 
then the hands of Chinese Chris- 
tians, whose spirit of sacrificial 


devotion is so unmistakably mani- ° 


fest. 


The changes proposed are of 
such consequence that there must 
be thorough inquiry and consulta- 
tion, together with continued in- 
tercession, as to ways of meeting 
their implications. 


VI. Christian Education 
QUESTIONS 


1. What are the conditions 
under which Christian schools 
may expect to have a permanent 
place in China? 


a. Their relation to government 
educational policy as private educa- 
tional institutions. 


b. Their relation to the Church 
as an expression of its life: 


(1) The education of its 
children.. 


(2) The training of Christian 
teachers. 

(3) The education of the 
Christian community. 


c. Is the answer the same for 
all grades of schools? 


-2. What is likely to be the 
attitude of Christian schools and 
colleges to the recent regulations 
of the Ministry of Education? 


What seems to be the wisest 
policy to be adopted in order to 
serve the best interests of: 

a. The Christian Church. 

b. The students in our schools 

c«. The educational needs of 
China. 


8. What steps seem advisable 


‘in order to make Christian educa- 


tion more truly an expression of 
the life of the Christian com- 
munity? 


a. How can it best express the 
desire of the Christian community 
for the education of its youth? 


b. How can it best be ad- 
ministered: 
(1) Under church authorities? 


(2) Under Christian boards 
of education and boards of man- 
agers for local Christian 
schools? 


c. What should be the future 
relation of Mission bodies in China 
and Mission Boards to Christian 
schools of various grades,—ele- 
mentary, secondary and college? 


4. How can the religious life of 
the Christian schools be developed 
and made more effective? 


a. The problem of voluntary 
versus required religious teaching 
and attendance at_ religious 
services: 

(1) on its own merits. 

(2) in view of present gov- 
ernment conditions of recogni- 
tion of Christian schools. 


b. What can be done to make the 
religious activities of school life 
more powerful in the realization 
of the aims of the schools? 


(See 1. b. above.) 


VI. FINDINGS 


We believe that the following 
statements embody the convictions 
of the Conference on some of the 
problems with which the church 
is faced in regard to Christian 
Education. 


I. The Church and Christian 
Education 


1. As in the past education has 
been an essential part of the 
work of Christian missions in 
China, so we are convinced that 
Christian education will remain 
an organic part of the activity 
of the indigenous church. 
The church cannot do without 
education of all grades for both 
boys and girls, though we believe 
that the need is for fewer and bet- 
ter schools. 


2. As in church work in gen- 
eral, so in education, the process 
of devolution of authority and sup- 
port should be pushed forward as 
rapidly as possible and m pre rapid- 
ly than has hitherto been contem- 
plated. There is need for im- 
mediate joint study by Christian 
leaders both pastoral and educa- 
tional of the administrative 
methods that are best suited to the 
maintenance, in the situation that 
is developing, of the educational 
and Christian efficiency of the 
schools and colleges. There would 
appear to be required: 


a. Local boards or com- 
mittees of management for in- 
dividual institutions, which will 
provide local control and develop 
local support. 


| 
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b. A central body of control 
which will perform for the total 
educational work of the church 
body or of a group of churches 
in a given area the co-ordinating 
function which now pertains to 
missions. This body—board of 
education—should be  respon- 
sible to the highest church court. 
but in its composition it should 
represent the educational in- 
terests concerned, and its com- 
petence in educational adminis- 
tration should carefully 
secured. ‘ 


3. In order that the Christian 
community may secure the largest 
results from its educational enter- 
prises, we believe that there is 
need for special effort to keep con- 
stantly before the members of the 
church the importance of educa- 
tion in general and especially of 
education of Christian character, 
and to prepare them to undertake 
effectively the responsibilities of 
the control of their schools. 


II. The Government and Christian 
Education 

1. We believe that the Chris- 
tian schools and colleges have an 
important contribution to make to 
the whole educational undertaking 
in China, and that their contribu- 
tion is being more and more under- 
stood and appreciated by educa- 
tional leaders and by Chinese 
society in general.. It is desirable 
and right that they should make 
this contribution as private schools, 
under the cognizance of the gov- 
ernment authorities and as part 
of the national system of educa- 
tion, except where such conform- 
ity involves the sacrifice of ele- 
ments of character training which 
are essential to the realization of 
the special function of Christian 
education. 


2. With regard to the regula- 


tions recently issued by the Minis- 


try of Education for the recogni- 
tion of Christian institutions, we 
desire to exvress our sincere ap- 
preciation of the friendly spirit 
in which the authorities have en- 
deavored to make it possible for 


the Christian schools to be related 
to the national educational system. 
In general, these regulations are 
conceived a most generous 
manner, and they permit a large 
measure of freedom in_ the 
religious work of the school. 


We are not clear, however. of 
the exact force of regulation five, 
and an interpretation of its inten- 
tion is desirable. (‘“The institu- 
tion shall not have as its purpose 
the propagation of religion.) If 
its meaning is that the aim of a 
school should be an educational 
aim stated, in educational terms, 
such as “the development of the 
highest form of character,” with 
no prohibition of any means, such 
as religion, which may be used to 
realize that aim, the Christian 
schools will find no difficulty in 
meeting the requirement. 


' Greater difficulty is certain to 
arise over the last clause of regula- 
tion six. (“It should not include 
religious courses among the re- 
quired subject.”) We regret that 
the same freedom has not been 
allowed as is permitted in other 
countries to private schools to add 
to positive minimum requirements 
in the curriculum, or even to vary 
from it. This restriction will un- 
doubtedly prove a stumbling block 
to many schools which would 
otherwise desire to seek govern- 
ment recognition, and we earnest- 
ly hope that it may soon be remov- 
ed. Were this done, and regula- 
tion five interpreted as we have 
indicated, we believe that every 
Christian school and college should 
seek recognition and conform to 
the government requirements. 


8. Under the regulations in 
their present form, we see three 


possible courses that can be fol- 
lowed: 


a. The terms of recognition 
can be accepted as they stand; 
this would involve making elec- 
tive all courses in religion. It 
would remove what is probably 
the most serious cause of critic- 
ism of our schools from with- 
out and of unrest within, name- 
ly that they are under foreign 


control and not amenable to the 
government educational author- 
ities. 

b. A school may feel unable 
to accept these conditions and 
may not move toward applying 
for recognition. This would 
leave the school free, at least for 
the present, to make any re- 
quirements it pleased in the 
curriculum. The cause of criti- 
cism and unrest would remain, 
and the government authorities 
might question the sincerity of 
our often expressed desire for 
recognition. 


c. The terms might, in gen- 
eral, be accepted, but an attempt 
be made to secure modification in 
them, at least the dropping of 
that clause of regulation six 
which chiefly causes difficulty. 
Without this negative limita- 
tion, schools would then be free 
to follow either the method of 
requirement or that of election 
in courses in religion. This 
would be the ideal solution, if it 
should prove practical. We be- 
believe that such liberty of edu- 
cational variation and experi- 
‘ment is in accordance with the 
ideal of modern education. 


4. It is evident that in differ- 
ent situations different choices 
will be made of these alter- 
natives. We are not in a posi- 
tion to recommend unanimously 
one policy or the other. But we do 
express the earnest hope, that 
whatever be the decision of any 
institution or any Christian body, 
its good faith and its Christian 
purpose should not be questioned, 
and that the government author- 
ities also should be assured of the 
good intention of those who find 
themselves conscientiously unable 
to accept the terms under which 
recognition is now offered. 


Ill. Religious Education 


1.:We would reaffirm the con- 
viction that the use of religion as 
a dynamic force in education is 
the special contribution of the 
Christian schools. There is no 
difference of opinion here. Those 
who require courses in religion — 
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of all their students, as well as 
those who have these courses 
voluntary, do so in the belief 
that their method is the best adapt- 
ed to realize their great purpoce. 
At the same time, we cannot but 
recognize that there is general dis- 
satisfaction with the present re- 
sults in religious education and a 
growing demand for methods that 
are more effective under present 
conditions. We suggest that the 
utmoct freedom be given to try 
new methods, and that. in narti- 
cular. careful study be made of the 
recnits of experiments now being 
mode in the voluntarv method in 
hoth religious inctruction and at- 
tendance at religious services. 


2. We enerect that the religious 
life of the school be concidered as 
a whole. being nourished by and 
ernrescsine itcelf in various activ- 
ities, and that denendence he not 
placed unon required currienlum 


study and uaily chapel attendance 
alone. 


Above all. we believe that the 
Chrictian life is most often mediat- 
ed bv ctrong, winning Christion 
norconalities, and that it is the 
duty of the church. as well ae of 
thence reenonsihle for a narticular 
schon]. to see that the schools are 
sufficientlv staffed hy teachers of 
earnect Chrictian life. who accent 
as their highest responcihilitv the 
nurture of character and who are 
given amnle time for this service 
eq ecsential to the very existence 
of the church. We urge that much 
greater emnhasis he nlaced here, 
end we chall then not fear for the 
Chrictain effectiveness of our 
schools. 


VII. Proposed International 
Meeting 


Tt is the judgement of this Con- 
ference that the time has arrived 
for the holding of an international 
meeting as that pronosed hv the 
International Missionary Council 
in the near future for praver and 
of snceh themes as 
those now before this Conference. 
It is our conviction that the Chris- 
tian leaders from the younger as 


well as the more. establiched 
churches in the world should be 
brought together to face in com- 
mon the new situation confronting 
Christians in all lands today and 
to seek to know anew the mind 
and will of our Lord in the task 
committed to His disciples, anu we 
believe that the propoveu gather- 
ing will provide the opportunity 
for such an undertaking. 


Therefore, we recommend: 


1. That the propo-el inter- 
national meeting be held at the 
birthnlace of our Common 
Religion, Jerusalem, than which 
no other spot on earth holds a 
greater religious interest for 
Eastern Christians. 


2. That the International Mis- 
sionary Council take steps to in- 
sure the most thorough prepara- 
tion for the pronosed meeting in 
the setting up of com-nissions for 
the study of the pressing problems 
now facing Christianity. the 
gathering of data relevant thereto, 
and the securing of adequate re- 
presentation of the various fields, 
for which we deem it essential that 
a central international fund be 
created. | 


8. That China be given a 
minimum representation of 15 de- 
legates in the proposed _inter- 
national meeting. 

4. That the National Christian 
Council be entrusted with the task 
of making preparation for the 
participation of China in the pro- 
posed international meeting, and 
that every church in the country 
be invited to share in the expenses 
involved in China’s participation 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 
TREATIES 
British Missionary Societies 


An open letter from the Confer- 
ence of British Missionary Socie- 
ties in Great Britain and Ireland. 

During recent months wide at- 
tention has been directed to the 


problem of the relations between 
China and the Powers. In this con- 


nection the British Protestant 
Missionary Sovieties working in 
China have sought to express what 
they believe to be the principles 
which should govern the life and 
service of missionaries in that 
country. 


They have taken occasion to 
express to His Excellency the 
Chine-e Minister in London their 
apnreciation of the friendship and 
goodwill shown them by the 
officials and people of China, and 
their desire to work in harmony 
with the laws and customs of the 
country, and to abstain from inter- 
vention in the administration of 
jnctice and public business. Mis- 
cjons exist as a means of express- 
ing goolwill and have not been 
ectablished for material gain. At 
a time like the present it seems 
ecnecially necessary to make this 


clear. 


In China missionary work has 
heen rendered nossihle by treaties 
in which epeciol riehts have been 
acrarded to miscionaries to reside 
and travel in the interior, and 
which have nermitted the purchace 
of propertv in connection -vith this 
work. The treaties conferring 
eneh rights having come up for 
eriticiem in China today. His 
Maiesty’s Government has clearly 
expressed its readiness to enter 
unon a comprehensive revision of 
there. The British Missionary 
Sovieties have expressed them- 
selves as welcoming this step. 

The Recolutions annexed (re. 
ceived for nvhiication un to 10th 
December, 1925) are published in 
order to make clear the large 
amonnt of agreement reached by 
the Missiorarv Societies in revard 
to thece imnortant issues. That 
agreement may he said broadly to 
cover the following points: 


(a) The support of His 
Maiecty’s Government in vroceed- 
ing to carry out the Washington 
arreements and to reconsider the 
whole of the treaty provisions in 
a generous spirit. 


(b) A desire to rest their work 
in future, not upon treaties reluct- 
antly accepted by China, but upon 
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such provisions as may be freely 
accorued to them by Uhina as a 
Sovereign Power and as shali be 
mutualiy agreed upon in equal 
conierence between Britain and 
China, 

(c) A readiness to accept as 
British subjects living in Caina, 
such rights, in piace of extra- 
territoriality, as shail be accorded 
in a similar manner. 


It is the earnest desire of British 
Missionary Societies that’ the 
negotiations now proceeding may 
be carried through to compuetion, 
tnat they may serve to give China 
a treer tield ior the development 
of her own national life, and tnat 
they may conuuce to co-operation 
between Great Britain and China 
in the interests of both and for the 
peace or the kar East. 


On behalf of the Stanuing Com- 
mittee of the Conference orf Mis- 


sionary Societies in Great Britain 
and lLreland. 


F. H. HAWKINS, Chairman. 
KENNETH MACLENNAN, 


Secretary. 
10th Dec. 1925. 


Appointment by Conference of 


British Missionary Societies of 
Unofficial Adviser 


The Conference of British Mis- 
sionary Societies have unanimous- 
ly invited Dr. Haroid Balme to keep 
in touch with the Extraterritorial- 
ity Commission upon his return to 
China by acting as _ unofficial 
adviser and to be available for in- 
formal consultation at any time 
the representatives of the British 
Government in the Commission 
might desire; and Dr. Balme has 
generously undertaken this respon- 
sible task. The Baptist Missionary 
Society, and both the British and 
American Sections of the Board 
of Governors have consented to his 
doing ro. The Senate of Shantung 
Christian University has granted 
Dr. Balme further leave of absence 
and freedom from the duties of the 
President’s office while acting in 
this capacity. 


Resolutions Adopted by British 
Missionary Societies working in 
China 


Baptist Missionary Society, 
18th November, 1925. 


The Committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society wish to maxe it 
KnoWN Chat tuey uo NOt uesire tnat 
tue iegal rignis Of tneir missions 
and 1N Unina snouid 
in tucture rest upon existing 
treaties between Great Britain and 
China, and 1n particular upon tue 
S0-calied Lolerauon Ciauses 1n these 
treatves deailng specificaliy with 
missionary work, and tney desire 
that future legal rignts and 
liveries shoud be those treely 
accorded to tnem by Cnina as a 
poverelgn Fower and mutuaily 
agreeu upon in equal conierence 
becween anu Ureat britain. 

‘ine OF tne Baptist 
Missionary note witi sacis- 
Majestys GOvernient of their 
reauiless tO join in steps towards 
comprehensive OI eX)st- 
ing weaties vetween Great brivain 
and Unina. dO lar 4s Wwe interests 
OL MilssiOnS and Missionaries are 
concer... they wou.uw Wel.ome tne 
aboution the present articies 
reiating to  extraterritoriaiity, 
and tue suvstitution lor tnem of 
sucn provisions lor the admunistra- 
tion Justice and tue procection 
OL tne lue and property british 
nationais aS ve Mutually 
agreed upon in eyual conrerence 
between Unina anu Great prituin. 


China Inland Mission, 28th 
October, 1925. 


The China Inland Mission has 
noted with satisfaction the an 
nouncement that steps are being 
taxen towards a comprehensive re- 
consideration of the existing trea- 
ties between China, Great Britain 
and the other Powers. It will we!- 
come decisions which will help 
to remove present friction end 
misunderstandings. 


As an internati nal organisation 
having home centres in Great 
Britain, North America, Austral- 


asia and the Continent of Europe, 
tne Cuina iniand Miss’on in wa- 
don, witnout the wuelay ior con- 
suitation Wiiich Wouid ve Necessary 
it a new deciaration were to ve 
made, is glad to re-ainrm tnat trum 
the Missions ioundation its prin- 
ciples and practice nave been not 
to rely upun Government protec- 
tion, not to maxe demands tor 
rignts or restitution, but rather to 
accept as a prvilege what may L. 
Ouereu VY iw. UWu anu tne Cninese 
Government, to avoid appeais to 
Consuls and Chinese Ouiclals, to 
show honour to all in authority 
whether Cninese or their own 
Government oincials, as required 
by the Word of God, and w re- 
cognise practicaliy that the weap- 
Ons of its wartare are spiritual 
and moral anu not carnal. 


The Cnaina Inland Mission 
will theretore loyaiily weimome 
and accept such provisions ior tne 
administration of justice and tae 
protection or lite and prope:ty as 
may be mutually agreed upon in 
equal conierence vetween Cnina 
and Great britain. 


Church Missionary Society, 10th 
November, 1925. 


1. That the object of the 
Cuurch ovcluy ua» 
ever been LO preacii the Go. pel anu 
to see< tO vring splrliuui anu 
material beneiits Lo the peopies oi 
those iands Wilerein its 
tives lavour, and as always sougnt 
to carry On 1is Work in cO-Opera- 
tion with the governments anu 
peoples of those lands, and it has 
privileges ior its missionaries. 


2. That the Committee of the 
Church Missionary Society place 
on recoru tneir cordial accepiance 
of the principles agreed upon in 
the Treaty signed by the Nine 
Powers at Washington in Febru- 
ary, 1922, relating to China, as 
specifically set forth in article I 
of the Treaty. Tney welcome the 
announcements recently made by 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and by the Prime Minister 
in London and in Brighton. 
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3. That they note with satis- 
faction the announcement of His 
Majesty’s Government of their 
readiness to join in steps towards 
a comprehensive revision of exist- 
ing treaties between Great Britain 
and China. So-far as the interests 
of Missions are concerned the 
Committee would welcome the 
abolition of the present articles 
relating to extraterritoriality and 
the substitution for them of such 
provisions for the administration 
of justice and the protection of life 
and property of British nationals 
as may be mutually agreed upon 
in equal conference between 
China and Great Britain. 


4. That thev wish it to be 
understood that they do not desire 
to retain any distinctive privileges 
for missions 
which have been imposed by treaty 
upon the Chinese Government and 
people, and they desire that their 
future rights and liberties should 
be those freely accorded to them 
by China. .- 


5. That they also desire to 
place on record their thanks for 
the assistance that the Society and 
its missionaries have ever received 
from His Majesty’s Government 
and its representatives in China, 
representatives who have always 
shown themselves to be actuated 
with the utmost goodwill towards 
China. The Committee likewise 
acknowledge the spirit of friend- 
ship and of goodwill evinced by the 
officials and peoples of China to the 
Society, practical evidences of 
which are to be seen in every 
Province of China in which the 
Society is at work. 


6. That in conclusion they 
desire to express their humble 
thanks to God for His blessings on 
their labours in China in past 
years, and they reverently pray 
that Divine guidance may be given 
to British and Chinese negotiators 
to the end that the Gospel may be 
preached without let or hindrance 
and the principles of religious 


liberty fully recognised in China 


as in the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. 


and missionaries’ 


Church of England Zenana Mis- 
sionary Society. 
General Committee, 18th 
November, 1925 


That this Society having con- 
sidered the resolutions passed by 
the Standing Committee of the 
Conference of Missionary Societies 
in Great Britain and ireland on 
October 9th, 1925, re situation in 
China, desire to express their gen- 
eral sympathy with the resolutions 


subject to the proviso that such ~ 


revisions of existing treaties as 
proposed be not ratified unless and 
until His Majesty’s Government is 
satisfied that it is dealing with “an 
effective and stable Government” 
in China (vide Article 1, Washing- 
ton Treaty, 1922). 


The Committee wish to make 
known their desire that in future 
their legal rights and liberties, 
instead of depending on existing 
treaties between Great Britain and 
China, should he those freely ac- 
corded to them by China as a 
Sovereign Power, and mutually; 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between China and Great Britain. 


The Committee notes with satis- 
faction the announcement of His 
Majesty’s Government of their 
readiness to join in steps towards 
a comprehensive revision of exist- 
ing treaties between Great Britain 
and China. They desire to state 
that, so far as the interests of mis- 
sions and missionary societies are 
concerned, they would welcome the 
substitution, for the present 
articles relating to extra-territori- 
ality, of such provisions for the 
administration of justice and the 
adequate protection of life and 
property, as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between China and Great Britain. 


The Committee regret that there 
has not been time to consult their 
missionaries in China, and on this 
account desire to make it clear 
that the above is to be taken only 
as a general expression of the Com- 
mittee’s opinion. The Bishop in 
Fukien, on furlough, was consult- 


ed, and wired on November 3rd, 
“Believe Fukien Conference would 
unanimously generally approve 
resolutions Conference on China. 
Hind.” 


Church of Scotland Foreign Mis- 


sion Committee, 8th Nov. 1925. 


TREATIES CHINA.—The 
Convener reported that the Stand- 
ing Committee of British Mis- 
sionary Societies, at a meeting held 
in London on 9th October, un- 
animously agreed to submit the fol- 
lowing resolutions to their con- 
stituent Missionary Societies, and 
to inquire whether they are pre- 
pared to associate themselves with 
a declaration in these terms :— 


1. The under-named British Mis- 
sionary Societies working in China 
wish to make it known that they do 
not desire that the legal rights of 
their missions and missionaries in 
China should in future rest upon 
existing treaties between Great 
Britain and China, and in parti- 
cular upon the so-called toleration 
clauses in these treaties dealing 
specifically with missionary work, 
and they desire that their future 
legal rights and liberties should be 
those freely accorded to them by 
China as a Sovereign Power, and 
mutually agreed upon in equal con- 
ference between China and Great 
Britain. 


2. The under-named British 
Missionary Societies note with 
satisfaction the announcement of 
His Majesty’s Government of their 
readiness to join in steps towards 
a comprehensive revision of exist- 
ing treaties between Great Britain 
and China. So far as the interests 
of missions and missionaries are 
concerned. they would welcome the 
abolition of the present articles 
relating to exeraterritoriality, and 
the substitution for them of such 
provisions for the administration 
of justice and the protection of the 
life and. property of British 
nationals as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between China and Great Britain. 
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The Foreign Mission Committee 
approved of, and associated them- 
selves with, the foregoing resolu- 
tions. 


Friends’ Foreign Mission Associa- 
tion, 7th November, 1925 


The Friends’ Foreign Mission 
Association join with other British 
Missionary Societies working in 
China in making it known* that 
they desire that their future legal 
rights and liberties should be those 
free!y accorded to them by China 
as a Sovereign Power and mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between China and other nations. 
They are not satisfied that the 
legal rights of their missions and 
missionaries in China should in 
future rest upon the existing 
treaties between Great Britain 
and China, and _ in  parti- 
cular upon the so-called tolera- 
tion clauses in these treaties deal- 
ing specifically with missionary 
work. 

The Friends’ Foreign Mission 
Association join with other British 
Missionary Societies in noting with 
satisfaction the announcement of 
His Majesty’s Government of their 
readiness to join in steps towards 
a comprehensive revision of exist- 
ing treaties between Great Britain 
and China. So far as the interests 


of missions and missionaries are 


concerned, they would welcome the 
abolition of the present articles 
relating to  extraterritoriality, 
the substitution for them of such 
provisions (for the administration 
of justice and the protection of the 
life and property of British 
nationals) as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference. 
between China and Great Britain. 


London Mission Society 6th 
November, 1925 (N.C.C. 
Bulletin 17, page 7) 
Presbyterian Church of Engiand, 
Foreign Missions Executive 
Board 17th, Nov. 1925 


1. This Committee wishes it to 
be understood that it does not de- 
sire any distinctive privileges for 


its missions and missionaries rest- 


ing upon the toleration clauses of 
existing treaties. It would wel- 
come a free re-affirmation by the 
Chinese Government of the prin- 
ciple of religious liberty as already 
embodied in the Constitution of 
the Republic, and would desire 
that the future legal rights and 
liberties of missionaries to acquire 
and hold property for missionary 
purposes and to carry forward 
their work in China should be 
those freely accorded to them -by 
China as a Sovereign Power, and 
mutually agreed upon in equal con- 
ference between China and Great 
Britain. 

2. The Committee notes with sin- 
cere sati. faction the announcement 
by His Majesty’s Government of 
their readiness to join in steps to- 
wards a comprehensive revision of 
existing treaties between Great 
Britain and China, and desires to 


state that so far as the interests of, 
missions and missionaries are con- ’ 


cerned it would welcome the aboli- 
tion of the present articles relating 
to extra-territoriality at such time 
and under such conditions as His 
Majesty’s Government may deter- 
mine; and the substitution for 
them of such provisions for the ad- 
ministration of justice and the 
protection of the life and property 
of British nationals as may be 
mutually agreed upon in equal con- 
ference between China and Great 
Britain. 


Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
Foreign Mission Board 9th 
December, 1925 


While the Board would prefer to 
suspend judgment on the questions 
raised by these resolutions till fur- 
ther information is received from 
the Conference of- Missionaries, to 
be held in Manchuria in January, 
1926, yet they join in the earnest 
hope that as a result of the Con- 
ference in Peking a_ satisfactory 
solution of the present difficulties 
may be found. They are prepared 
to accept such arrangements for 
the rights and liberties of their 
missionaries and for the protection 
of property as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between Great Britain and China. 


The United Free Church of Scot- 
land, Foreign Mission Com- | 
mittee, 20th Oct. 1925 


Conference on China.—Under 
Minute 210 Mrs. Forgan and Mr. 
Ashcroft reported that they had 
attended a Conference of Mission 
Secretaries and Officials at Old 
Jordans Hostel, on 5th and 6th 
October, on China, which drew up 
the following resolutions, which 
were afterwards adopted by the 
Standing Committee of the Con- 
ference of British Missionary So- 
cieties. 


1. The Standing Committee, hav- 
ing considered the present situation 
in China. more particularly with 
reference to the existing treaties 
between Great Britain and China, 
and having had before it the report 
of an informal conference of re- 
presentatives of Missionary Socie- 
ties, held on October 5th and 6th, 
and believing it to be advisable 
that the attitude of the Missionary 
Societies in these matters, in so far 
as they may find themselves in 
agreement with one another, 
should be made known to all con- 
cerned, resolved to submit to the 
Missionary Societies the following 
resolutions, Nos. 2 and 3, and to 
enquire whether they are prepared 
to associate themselves with a de- 
claration in these terms. 


2. The under-named British Mis- 
sionary Societies working in China 
wish to make it known that they 
do not desire that the legal rights 
of their missions and missionaries 
in China should in future rest 
upon existing treaties between 
Great Britain and China, and in 
particular upon the so-called tole- 
ration clauses in these treaties 
dealing specifically with missionary 
work,.and they desire that their 
future legal rights and liberties 
should be those freely accorded to 
them by China asa _ Sovereign 
Power, and mutually agreed upon 
in equal conference between China 
and Great Britain. 


8. The under-named British 
Missionary Societies note with 
satisfaction the announcement of 


His Majesty’s Government of their 
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readiness to join in steps towards 
a comprehensive revision of exist- 
ing treaties between Great Britain 
and China. So far as the interests 
of missions. and missionaries are 
concerned, they would welcome 
the abolition of the present articles 
relating to  extra-territoriality, 
and the substitution for them of 
such provisions for the adminis- 
tration of justice and the protec- 
tion of the life and property of 
British nationals as may be 
mutually agreed upon in equal 
conference between China and 
Great Britain. 


The Committee agreed to con- 
cur’'in these resolutions and to 
send them to the Manchuria Mis- 
sion Council. 


United Methodist Church Foreiqn 
Missions Board, 19th Nov. 1925 


That the United Methodist For- 
eign Missions Board, having con- 
sidered the general situation in 
China. desire to express their sup- 
port of the action of the British 
Government at the Washington 
Disarmament Conference in 1922, 
and their entire sympathy with the 
statements recently made by the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Secretary with regard to the re- 
vision of the existing treaties. The 
Board pray that Divine guidance 
may be given to the proposed Con- 
ference in Peking and trust that 
as an outcome there may he entire 
mutual agreement between China, 
acting as an equal Sovereign State. 
and the other Powers concerned, 
with regard to the basis on which 
the rights of missionaries «nd mis- 
sionary societies in China should 
in future rest. 


Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society and Women’s Auviliary, 
General Committee, 25th 


1. The General Committee of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society note with satisfaction the 
announcemert of His Majesty’s 
Goye®nment of their readiness ‘to 
. join in steps towards a comprehen- 
sive revision of existing treaties 
between Great Britain and China. 


and earnestly hope that, as early 
as conditions allow, by a peaceful 
method satisfactory to all parties, 
the existing treaties may be so 
modified as to lead to mutual 
understanding and friendly co- 
operation between the people of 
China and those of other nations. 


2. They desire to state that they 
will welcome such provisions for 
the administration of justice and 
the protection of life and property 
in China as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference be- 
tween China and Great Britain. 


3. They welcome the accentance 
by the Constitution of the Chinese 
Republic of the principle of re- 
ligious liberty. and wish to make 
known their desire that their legal 
rights and liberties, as Christian 
missionaries, should those 
mutually agreed upon in equal 
conference between China and 
Great Britain. 


Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, Overseas Committee, 25th 
November, 1925 


The Overseas Committee of the 
Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation wish to make it known 
that they do not desire that the 
legal rights of their workers in 
China should in future rest upon 
existing treaties between Great 
Britain and China, and in parti- 
cular unon the so-called toleration 
clauses in these treaties dealing 
specifically with missionary work, 
and they desire that their future 
legal rights and liberties should 
be those freely accorded to them 
by China as a Sovereign Power, 
and mutually agreed upon in equal 
conference between China and 
Great Britain. 


The Overseas Committee of the 
Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation note with satisfaction 
the announcement of Mis Majesty’s 


Government of their reaciness to 


join in stens towards a comprehen- 
sive revision of existing treaties 
between Great Britain and China. 
So far as the interests of missions 
and missionaries are concerned, 
they would welcome the abolition 


if the present articles relating to 
extraterritoriality, and the sub- 
stitution for them of such pro- 
visions for the administration of 
justice and the protection of the 
life and property of British 
nationals as may be mutually 
agreed upon in equal conference 
between China and Great Britain. 


American Missionary Societies 


(For the Resolutions adopted 
by the unofficial meeting held in 
New York, October 2-3, 1925, see 
= Bulletin, No. 16, page 
15. 


The Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America in its 
annual meeting at Atlantic City 


Jan. 12-15. adopted the following 
resolution :— 


“The Foreign Missions Confer- 
ence of North America sympathiz- 
ing deeply with the patriotic 
aspirations of China for just, 
equal, and fraternal relations with 
other nations; and 


Having received the resolutions 
regarding the situation in China 
adopted by the meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the Mission Boards 
working in China held under the 
auspices of the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel on October 
2nd and 3rd and approved by the 
Committee of Reference and 


aguas on November 4th and 5th; 
an 


Having noted that these resolu- 
tions have been approved in 


identical terms or in language of — 


similar import by the following 
named Boards: 


American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society (Nov. 17). 

Woman’s American Baptist For- 
eign Mission Society (Nov. 17). 

Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
(Nov. 16). 


Board of Foreign Missions of 


the Methodist Episcopal Church 


(Nov. 14-18). | 
American Board of Commis- 


sioners for Foreign Missions 
(Oct. 18). | 
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Lutheran Board of Missions 
(Oct. 13). 

Woman’s Board of Missions 
(Congregational) (Oct. 19). 


Missionary Society the 
Evangelical Chyrch. 


Executive Committee United 
Christian Missionary Society 
(Oct. 27). 


General Missionary Board of the 
Free Methodist Church (Oct. 22). 


Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Reformed Church in the U.S. 


Missionary Board of the Church 
of God (except paragraph (b) in 
section 3 of article 1). 


Seventh Day Baptist Mission 
Society (Oct. 21). 


Schwenkfelder Board. 


Foreign Mission society of the 
United Brethren in Christ (Dec 
16-17). 


American Friends 
Foreign Missions. 


Woman’s Foreign Missionary 


Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


General Mission Board of the 
me of the Brethren (Elgin, 


“Reaffirms these resolutions and 
instructs its officers to bring these 
resolutions again to the attention 
of those Boards that have not taken 
action with reference to them.” 


The following quotations are 
from the various Boards which 
took action in addition to merely 
approving resolutions of 
October 2-3, 1925. 


The American Board at its 
annual meeting in Washington 
adopted the following resolutions: 
“Whereas, in accordance with the 
cherished ideals of American in- 
dependence and democracy and in 


Board of 


‘consequence of our deeply rooted 


conviction of the duty of brotherly 
relations between men of all 
nations, we are in full sympathy 
with the desire of the people of 
China to be masters of their own 
destiny. 


“Therefore be it resolved, that 
through the state department we 
urge and_ petition the American 


representatives in the internation- 
al conference now in _ session in 
Peking for the purpose of discuss- 
ing treaty revision to stand for 


such revision as shall recognize 


the absolute sovereignty of China: 


“Resolved, that we as members, 


both of this council and of the 
American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions uo dis- 
claim all special privileges accord- 
ed our missionaries and their 
work by existing treaties: 


“Resolved, that we are in favor 
of the aboiition of extraterritorial- 
ity in China at an eariy date, the 
determination of which shall be 
subject to tne mutual considera- 
tion of China and the government 
of the United States of America, 
even if other powers find them- 
selves unable to make readjust- 
ments in treaty relations at the 
same date. 


“Resolved, that we favor and 
urge such mutual consideration of 
these vexed problems as wiil assure 
that the revision of existing 
treaties shall be undertaken co- 
operatively on terms of equality 
by China and the United States of 
America. 


American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society too the following 
action on September 17th. No 
action has yet been reported to us 
on the resolutions of October 2 and 
8. “The Boards of Managers of 
the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society and the Woman’s 
American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, which have many mis- 
sionaries, numerous stations and 
various interests in three widely 
separated sections of China, with 
Shanghai, Swatow and Chengtu as 
centers, and are in constant com- 
munication with them wish to ex- 
press to the President of the United 
States and the Secretary of State 
their deep appreciation of the 
sympathetic interest already mani- 
fested by the Government of the 
United States in the critical condi- 
tions in China and their manifest 
desire to have steps taken by 
various governments which will 
result speedily in the betterment 


of conditions in China and in the 


improvement of international 
relationships. 


“At this grave crisis in the his- 
tory of China, and perhaps in the 
world at large, these Boards would 
respectfuliy express their hope 
that the Government of the United 
States will be able to taxe such a 
strong position in favor of sym- 
pathetic consideration of the 
desires of the Cuainese people that 
all the governments participating 
in the proposed conierences at 
Peking will be led to taxe positions 
which wiil be quickly recognized 
by tne Chinese anu otner.s as just 
and practicable. Especially would 
these Boards deplore any attempt 
On tne part oi any of tue powers 
to meei the situation in Cina by 
any dispiay ol iorce. 

“We feel deeply the gravity of 
the present moment not only for 
Christian Missions in China but 
for the future of civilization and 
humanity and we believe our Gov- 
ernment will take the largest and 
most sympatuetic view of the 
aspirations of the Chinese people. 


Frederick L. Anderson 


Chairman. 
James H. Franklin, 
Foreign Secretary. 
American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society. 
(Mrs.) Jean R. Goodman, 
President. 
Mabelle Rae McVeigh , 
Foreign Secretary, 
Woman's American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society.” 


The Boards of Managers of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society and the Woman’s American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Sociely 
met In joint session on November 
17, 1925, to consider prowuiems of 
missionary work in China, wish to 
record their conviction concerning 
the toleration clauses and extrater. 
ritoriality as they affect the work 
of Christian missions as follows: 


I.—Whatever ma 

—W. y have been 
the Justification for the distinctive 
privileges granted to the missions 
and missionaries and their actiy- 
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ities in other days, it is now in- 
appropriate to expect the Chinese 
Government and people to per- 
petuate the toleration clauses of 
existing treaties. When new treat- 
ies are negotiated we desire that 
no distinctive privileges for mis- 
sions or missionaries as such shall 
be asked of the Chinese Govern- 
ment and people. We prefer to 
leave all such questions to the 
Chinese people with confidence that 
their procedure will be in harmony 
with the enlightened opinion of the 
world with reference to complete 
religious freedom. 


Il.—We earnestly sympathize 
with China’s desire for the abcli- 
tion of agreements with reference 
to extraterritoriality. We _ re- 
cognize that it will require time for 
the completion of processes which 
the Chinese Government is said to 
be ready to initiate with a view to 
the improvement of its judicial 
“system, but we venture to express 
the hope that immediate and de- 
finite steps can be taken to place 
on that Government as soon as 
practicable, complete responsibil- 
ity and the protection of the lives 
and property of American citizens 
residing or traveling there.” 


The Beard of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. on December 21st took 
action as follows: 


“The Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions acknowledges 
receipt of a communication dated 
November 9 with various en- 
closures from the National Chris- 
tian Council of India and com- 
mends the Council’s action in 
placing into the hands of the mis- 
sionary body in China the avail- 
able data upon the relation of 
Christian Missions to China’s in- 
ternational treaties and in request- 


ing the Missions to give these im- 


portant questions their prompt and 
earnest attention with a view to 
such action as to them seems wise. 
Inasmuch as the missionaries and 
their undertakings are very direct- 
ly and vitally concerned in this 


matter, the Board desires its re- 
presentative agencies in China 
to make a thorough study of the 
problem and, in such a way as they 
deem best, to formulate and ex- 
press their corporate opinions 
regarding its solution.” 


Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, New York City, took the 
following action on November 
16th: “The Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions is gratified to 
know of the large helpfulness of 
the Mission Board Conference on 
China. held in New York City 
October 2-3, 1925, and of the 
Resolutions adopted by that Con- 
ference looking toward improved 
and mutually satisfactory relation- 
ships with China in the realms 
voth of international politics and 
of Christian missions. 


“The Board earnestly endorses 
the principles expressed in the 
Conference resolutions on treaty 
revision, which principles’ the 
Board had in mind in adopting its 
Resolution of September 21, 1925 
on the Emergency in China. Inas- 
much as full religious liberty for 
all residents of China is an ele- 
mental and inalienable human 
right, the Board assumes that no 
abridgment of freedom to practise 
and proclaim the Christian religion 
will be contemplated and it hopes 
that upon this and other issues 
of the treaties the Christian 
Church and the Missionary Body 
in China will have ample oppor- 
tunity to register their representa- 
tive, corporate opinion. 


“The Board is pleased to note 
with cordial commendation . the 
Conference proposal that the 
various Mission Boards send dep- 
utations to China to visit their 
own work, to confer unitedly with 
interdenominational groups and to 
join in a Friendly Commission to 
Chinese Christians, and it wishes 
to. send a delegation in the autumn 
of 1926 to meet with several 
Presbyterian Evaluation Confer- 
ences in China and that it hopes 
that the members of this deputa- 
tion will share as far as practicable 


in any such interdenominational 
Conferences and Commission.” - 


Missionary Board of the Church 
of God. Anderson. Ind. voted to 
give their hearty approval to the 
entire resolutions with the excep- 
tion of paragraph (b) in section 3 
of Article 1. They felt that this 
paragraph might open the way 
for the Chinese Government to 
pass such laws as would shut out 
Christian teaching altogether. 
They, therefore, felt that this para- 
graph ought to be eliminated. 


Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
the annual meeting, November 14- 
18 adopted the resolutions of the 
Conference on October 2-3 as their 
own resolutions adding to them 
the following: “We wish to make 
proper recognition of the devotion 
given in China by our resident 
Bishops and faithful missionaries 
who have labored through the 
major portion of this past year 
under extraordinary conditions. 
We can render no greater service 
in this present emergency than in 
giving most positive assurance of 
loyal support of the men and the 
women who make up the advance 
guard of the Christian Movement 
in the Orient. 


“It may be well that in the 
changed conditions produced by 
the modification of the treaties, 
our policy as a Board may need 
adjustments and a recognition of 
the personal position of our mis- 
sionaries. We believe it will be 
the purpose of the Board to meet 
with cdndor and fairness the ques- 
tions thus involved. 


“‘We desire to express our satis- 
faction of the procedure of the 
governments in arranging for the 
Conference in Peking to deal with 
the treaties in the matter of tariff 
adjustments, now meeting in 
Peking and that called for Decem- 
ber on extraterritoriality, and we 
hereby express our appreciation of 
the progressive position taken by 
the American Government in the 
promotion of these conferences. 
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Gencral Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of 
America. 


To the National Council: 


The House of Bishops sent the 
following message to the House of 
Deputies: 


Whereas: China passing 
through a period of stress and dif- 
ficulty, both in her international 
relations and in her internal 
affairs, and 


Whereas: For more _ than 
eighty years, this General Conven- 
tion has_ sustainea relations of 
friendship with the Chinese peo- 
ple, and 


Whereas: We sympathize 
deeply with the patriotic aspira- 
tions of China for just, equal and 
fraternal relations with other 
nations, to be expressed in revised 
treaties with foreign powers, 
therefore, be it 


Resolved: The House of 
Deputies concurring this 
General Convention sends greet- 
ings to the Chung Hua Sheng 
Kung Hui, and rejoices to know of 
its continual growth and of its 
steadfastness in the faith. 


Resolved: this Gen- 
eral Convention assures the C.H.S. 
K.H. of its Prayers that the whole 
people of China may enjoy the 
Blessings of Peace and Good 
Government. 


Resolved: That the General 
Convention directs its National 
Council to cooperate with other 
Christian Missionary Societies in 
America and with the Commission 
on International Justice and Good 
Will of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America in 
securing such action by our Gov- 
ernment, as will lead to the revision 
of our treaty relations with China 
in the interest of attaining com- 
plete reciprocity between our two 
nations. 


Resolved: That this General 
Convention expresses the opinion 
that the determination of all pro- 
visions to be embodied in the new 
treaties should be undertaken co- 


operatively on terms of equality 
between China and the other 
Powers. 


The House of Deputies con- 
curred with the House of Bishops 
in the foregoing message. 


Secretary House of Deputies 


Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 


Richmond, Va., U.S.A. 


Commissions on Chinese Cus- 
toms and on China Extraterritori- 
ality meeting in Peking, October 26 
and December 18, respectively. 


The Foreign Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
has no desire to embarrass the 
Commissions to which this com- 
municatign is addressed. How- 
ever, the Board as a religious 
agency and representing one of the 
large evangelical Christian con- 
stituencies of North America, and 
having an extensive missionary 
and educational work in China, 
and as we trust an unselfish in- 
terest in the Chinese people, would 
assure the Commissions that it is 
our desire to see them treat the 
Chinese people with the highest 
respect and to treat with them on 
terms of equality and to seek such 
agreements on the international 
questions with which the Commis- 
sions @re charged as shall prove 
to all men that the United States 
is willing and ready to deal with 
the Chinese and with all peoples 
and nations on the high principles 
of justice and right and free from 
selfish and commercial motives. 


Actions of Missions in China 


Presbytery of the Honan Mission 
of the United Church of Canada. 


1. We, as a Mission, welcome 
the action of the Eight Treaty 
Powers at Washington, on Decem- 
ber 10th, 1921, in deciding to ap- 
point a Commission to inquire 
into the present condition of the 
judicial system of China and its 
administration, with a view to 
enabling the governments of these 


Powers to decide how and when 
the Treaties now in force in China 
can best be revised. / 


We are highly gratified that this 
Commission is now convened in 
Peking to carry out’ these pro- 
visions of the Washington Agree- 
ment. 


2. That as regards Extrater- 
ritoriality, Foreign Concessions 
and Tariff Autonomy, these are all 
issues that more intimately concern 
foreign residents other than Mis- 
sionaries and as Missions we do not 
consider that we should express 
any opinion as to the time and 
under what conditions these 
Treaty Rights may be abolished. 


8. As to the Toleration Clauses, 
inasmuch as Chinese Christians 
would much more than Mission- 
aries, be affected by any alteration 
in the present status, we feel that 
we should refrain from expressing 
our opinion at this time. 


West China Mission, United 
Church of Canada. 


Prepared by the Joint Executive 
Committee of the Men’s and Wo- 
men’s mission of the West China 
Mission, United Church of Canada, 
December 10, 1925. 


(Note. This resolution was pass- 
ed unanimously by the nine mem- 
bers of the Joint Executive, and 
was forwarded to the local com- 
mittees of missionaries for dis- 
cussion and report to the repre- 
sentative Council which meets in 
February). 


The West China Mission Council 
Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral and Women’s Societies, hav- 
ing, in joint session, carefully 
considered the statement prepared 
by Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, Secretary 
of the International Missionary 
Council, on “Christian Missions 
and Treaties with China,” desire 
to put on record our deep convic- 
tion on this important question, 
and hence have unanimously pass- 
ed the resolution given below. We 
must, however, first clearly state 
that, as every missionary on the 
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field has a personal, as well as 
Mission, relation to this problem, 
we cannot, at this time at least, 
speak for any beyond our individu- 
al selves; but, very shortly, the 
matter is to be submitted to all our 
missionaries throughout our ten 
stations, ana, on the basis of the 
recommendations forwarded by 
them, our two Representative 
Mission Councils will seek to frame 
an Official statement for the in- 
formation of our respective Mis- 
sion Boards, the Home Church and 
others concerned, that can be taker 


as the conviction of our West 
China Field. . 


Whereas the anti-foreign move- 
ment at this time in China finds 
its strongest expression among 
students who, thruugh their educa- 
tion along Western lines, have 
come to a realization of China’s 
disadvantageous position under 
present treaty arrangements with 
other nations; and, 


Whereas the number of those 
being educated to this viewpoint 
is rapiaiy increasing, so that the 
present situation may be viewed, 
not in the nature of a crisis which 
will shortly pass, but as a process 
— now commending its activities, 
and, 


Whereas the effect of such upon 
Christian work has tended to 
destroy co-operation among Chris- 
tian leaders, curtail the usefulness 
of missionaries, and imperil the 
evangelizing influence of both 
Chinese Church and missionaries 
in their contacts with the non- 
Christian community; and, 


Whereas the Christian Church 
of China is virtually, by its at- 
titude, challenging the practical 
faith of the missionary in the 
fundamental truth of Christianity 
as a spirtual, rather than-a materi- 
al, force: and, 


Whereas we believe that, if the 
missionary is to play his part in 
the building up of a spiritual type 
of Christianity (an absolute neces- 
sity to the salvation of China, col- 
lectively as well as individually), 


efforts must be made to strengthen 
the mora) sanctions connected with 
his position in its appeal to the 
enlightened and developed con- 
science. of the Christian com- 
munity, as well as to the com- 
munity at large; and, 


Whereas the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion 
provide for a universal brother- 
hood of nations, and the mission- 
ary enterprise is in its essential 
nature an expression of the divine 
faith in humanity; and, 


Whereas, moreover, we believe 
that a revision of treaties is in 
justice due China and in accord- 
ance with the principles which 
should motivate all international 
relations: 


Resolved, That we urge our 
Home Boards to press upon the 
Canadian and British Governments 
the necessity of an early revision 
of Treaties with China, and that, 
in such revision, any clauses which 
relate to missionaries and their 
work be the result alone of mutual 
consultation and in full accordance 


with the principles of amity be- 


tween peoples. 


‘Resolved, That a letter of 
explanation be sent along with the 
above resolution to our respective 
Boards, and that a copy of the 
resolution be forwarded to Kev. 
E. C. Lobenstine for the informa- 
tion of the National Christian 
Council. 


An N.C.C. Questionnaire on the 
whole question of the status of 
foreigners on China was also pre- 


sented to the meeting. 


Resolved, That this Ques- 
tionnaire, together with Dr. Warn- 
shuis’ Memorandum and the min- 
utes of this Joint Executive, be 
printed and circulated throughout 
our stations with a view to later 
consideration by our _ respective 
Councils. 


Secretaries A. Harrison, 
W. J. Mortimore. 


Kwangsi-Hunan Anglican Mis. 
sion, Yungchow Fu, Hunan. 


“That this Conference concur in 
the Resolutions in re the situation 
in China passed on October 9th, 
1925, by the Standing Committee 
of the Conference of Missionary 
Societies of Great Britain and tre- 
land (of which body the Parent 
Societies are members.)”’ 


American Presbyterian Missions 
(North and South.) 


Tenghsien, Station 


We, the members of the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Missions in 
Tenghsien, Shantung, are unani- 
mous in hereby respectifully in- 
forming the representatives of our 
government and all others concern- 
ed that we do not regard the so- 
called National Christian Council 
as in any sense representing us. 


Tenghsien, Sung, January 21, 1926 
B. C. Patterson 
H. G. Romig 
Alma D. Dodds 
John V. Wright 
G. P. Stevens 
Ray Allison 
Albert B. Dodd 
W. H. Hayes 


Foreign Secretaries of _ the 
Y.W.C.A. 


“In view of the effect of the ex- 
isting treaties between China and 
other nations upon our residence 
as foreigners in this country, we, 
the undersigned (members of the 
foreign staff of the Young Wo- 
men’s Christian Association of 
China), wish at this time to place 
on record with our respective Lega- 
tions in Peking, and with the or- 
ganizations by which we have been 
sent to China, the following state- 
ment: 


“We urge the revision of the 
treaties in such a way as to elimi- 
nate all clauses giving foreign re- 
sidents any rights and privileges 
other than those which. would 
voluntarily be accorded them by 


the Chinese people,—including the 
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removal of the special rights ac- 
corded by the ‘toleration clauses’ 


for the carrying on of Christian 
work.” 


’ -Of the forty-eight foreign secre- 


taries in China proper (Hongkong 
was not considered as being affect- 
ed) all but four have been heard 
from to date, and of these all but 
one have sent in their signatures 
to the statement as above, or forty- 
three in all. It will be seen from 
this how nearly the foreign staff 
approach unanimity in their con- 
viction that their residence here 
must be on terms acceptable to the 
Chinese people. 


The signed statements which 
have come in thus far have been 
sent to the Legations concerned 
and a record of the signatures have 
gone to the National Y.W.C.A.’s 
abroad by which the foreign staff 
have be2n sent out. 


Evangelical Lutheran Mission, 
Wanhsien, Szechwan 


“The materials you have _ sent 
out regarding the political ques- 
tions now before the country have 
been read with interest. Our stand 
as a Mission is that of our Church, 
viz., that State and Church should 
be separate, that neither should 
meddle with the work of the other. 
This does not mean that Christians 
should take no interest or active 
part in politics and matters of 
state, but does mean that the Chris- 
tian Church as an organization, of 
Christians in or through any dis- 
tinctively.Christian organizations, 
shall not meddle with State mat- 
ters, and that the State should not 
seek to control such organizations 
in any thing affecting their Chris- 
tian principles. 
ing member of two distinct or- 
ganizations, Church and State, 
should not seek to control one 
through the other, but should ex- 
press himself on State matters, for 
example, through the ordinary 
channels open to every member of 
the State organization, whether 


Christian or non-Christian. We. 
are thus opposed to any form of 


A Christian be- 


‘lobbying’ by Church organizations, 
and do not, therefore, expect as a 
Mission to discuss the matters now 
under consideration, or to come 
with any official pronouncement, 
however much we individually may 
be interested in these questions as 
American citizens, or subjects of 
a foreign power.” 


Church of Sweden Mission, 
Changsha, Hun. 


“On behalf of the Mission Coun- 
cil of the Church of Sweden Mis- 
sion in wnina I beg to inform you 
that the Council uoes not desire to 
express any opinion regarding the 
relation of the missions and the 
treaties.” 


CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


Held under the Auspices of the 


China Christian Educational As-- 


sociation, Shanghai College, Feb. 
12-16, 1926. 


E. W. WALLACE 


The biennial conference of the 
China Association of Christian 
Higher Education was held at 
Shanghai College, February 12-16, 
1926. Two hundred persons were 
in attendance, representing each 
of the seventeen Christian colleges 
and universities, and a number of 
professional schools (theological, 
medical, etc.). In spite of difficul- 
ties of transportation in the north, 
the attendance was not much 
smaller than that at the previous 
conference in Nanking, in Febru- 
ary, 1924. Unfortunately, the 
time was inconvenient to Chines2 
members of college staffs, and only 
about forty were present. To meet 
this difficulty, it was decided that 
the next conference should be held 
not at the China New Year but in 
the summer. 


Each day the conference divid- 
ed for several hours into a large 
number of sectional meetings, one 
for each of the many subjects of 


the curriculum, and for certain 
administrative groups. The papers 
read at these sections were, many 
of them, of a very high order and 
represented much study and no 
little research. 


Religious Education 


interest was 
taken in the section on 
religious education under’ the 
chairmanship of Professor W. F. 
Hummel, of the University of 
Nanking. which was attended by 
nearly one hundred people. Two 
years ago, discussion on this sec- 
tion centered on the relative merits 
of voluntary and required religious 
instruction. This year, this mat- 
ter was not discussed at any length 
in this section. Attention was 
turned rather to more fundamental 
questions such as, “What makes 
college education Christian ?” 
“What kind of a Christian ex- 
perience is to be expected of a 
scientifically trained student?” 
“Suggestions for helping college 
students to acquire a complete 
Christian experience.” In other 
words, emphasis was put not upon 
administrative aspects of the prob- 
lem but upon its distinctive 
religious side. Given students in 
a modern college in China, moved 
by all the various influences of 
modern society, reading the criti- 
cisms of Christianity and of the 
religious life that are so common 
today, how best can religious values 
be brought to their attention in a 
way which will win them to their 
acceptance? It was quite evident 
that the problem today is not 
solely one of the intellectual con- 
tent of the religious teaching put 
before the student. It is rather 
how to bring students to see value 


The largest 


in religion and their need for it. 


This is where the battle today is 
raging. As a result, Christian 
college instructors. are forced to 
think as much of the method as 
of the content of religious courses. 
The religious life of the institution 
must be taken as a whole. In each 
institution worship and voluntary 
effort for the expression of the 
religious life must each find its 
place. A study of student psychol- 
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ogy, thought, environment, and 
life in general is essential to a suc- 
cessful attempt to win students to 
the Christian life. 


Again students today are show- 
ing an initiative in thought and in 
action that was undreamed of a 
generation ago. Nothing that 
touches them so intimately as re- 
ligion can help to find a favorab‘e 
response, unless students them- 
selves feel drawn to it and are 
given the utmost freedom in its 
study. At a time when they are 
questioning, criticizing and revalu- 
ing everything, and accepting only 
what approves itself to them, the 
Christian religion must be prepar- 
ed to stand upon its own merits 
before them, to win its way by its 
truth as proved by the most 
thorough testing. At the same 
time, it was shown that never have 
students been more eager for 
friendship and personal help in 
the development of their own per- 
sonal life... Bhe teacher who can 
win their sympathy has an unlimit- 
ed influence over them. Where a 
generation ago students responded 
to the authority of the past and 
of its great thinkers, they are to- 
day most responsive to the per- 
sonalities of living men and women 
who are thinking and struggling 
with the same problems that face 
them. There is no reason to fear 
the result, provided the emphasis 
of religious life and work in the 
institution is placed aright. 


In the general sessions, ad- 
dresses of a very high order were 
given. The general topic of the 
conferences was “The Redefinition 
of the Function of Higher Educa- 
tion in China” in the light of (1) 
cultural movements in China and 
the west, (2) the need of making 
Christian colleges more Chinese, 
(3) reorganization of higher edu- 
cation in the west, (4) the need 
for intellectual leadership and 
citizenship training, (5) the needs 
of the Christian movement, and 
(6) the spiritual life of the stu- 
dents.” The discussions. moved 
forward most impressively and 
formed a whole in which each took 
an integral part. 


Dr. David Yui presented the 
subject, “The Needs of the Chris- 
tian Movement.” He mentioned 
the following needs: (1) More 
profound scholarship. Both mis- 
sionaries and Chinese Christian 
leaders should give more time to 
thorough study of the Chinese 
background of language and cul- 
ture as a preparation for present- 
ing Christianity in a manner that 
will appeal to enducated Chinese 
men and women. (2) Higher 
statesmanship. In the past, the 
Christian movement has been div- 
ided into special lines of service, 
departmental and denominational. 
The time has come, however, when 


there is needed a type of leader-’ 


ship which understands the move- 
ment as a whole, in which each 
part will make its own contribu- 
tion, which takes account of the 
deep things of life and its gaze 
upon God on high. (38) Greater 
spirituality. There is sometimes 
danger that churches, schools and 
hospitals are more interested in the 
success of their own methods than 
in developing spirituality in those 
whom they reach. “To the Chinese 
mind, Christianity is synonymous 
with schools, hospitals, preaching, 
church worship, evangelistic cam- 
paigns, relief work, etc..... It 
is the activities of Christianity 
rather than its teaching and spiri- 
tual experiences that have arrested 
the attention of our people. .... 
We plead for the spiritualization 
of our activities.” 


Mr. T. Z. Koo, in the closing 
address, “The Spiritual Life of 
Students in Christian Colleges and 
Universities,” humbled the mem- 
bers of the conference to their 
knees, as he analyzed in thorough 
and unsparing fashion the spirit- 
ual condition of the students in 
the Christian institutions, showing 
how far many of them were from 
finding help for their spiritual 
needs, how many felt no need for 
the things of the spirit, how many 
frankly confessed that their Chris- 


tian teachers were not helping- 
them in their spiritual life. The 


whole address, which appears in 
the printed report of the con- 
ference, merits the most careful 


study by all who are brought in 


touch with modern students. 


Two sessions were devoted to a 
discussion of the difficult question 
of the registration of the colleges 
with the government authorities. 
There was general agreement that 
the regulations issued last Novem- 
ber were more friendly than any 
previous ones. It was also felt 
that it was right that the Christian 
colleges should come into such re- 
lationship with the authorities 
through registration. No serious 
difficulty was felt in the require- 
ments that there should be a 
Chinese president or vice-president, 
and that the college board should 
be composed of a majority of 
Chinese members. The discussion 
centered upon regulation 5 (“The 
institution shall not have as its 
purpose the propagation of re- 
ligion’”’), and that clause of regula- 
tion 6 which states, “It shall not 
include religious courses among the 
required subjects.” It was stated 
that the government authorities 
meant by No. 5 that a college 
should have an educational aim, in 
the realization of which religion 
might well play a part. So under- 
stood, there should be no difficulty 
on the part of Christian institu- 
tions in meeting the regulation. 
On the other hand, many felt that 
it would not be honest to accept 
registration without making it dis- 
tinctly understood that Christian 
colleges do exist for the purpose of 
promoting the Christian mdove- 
ment. It was felt that at least 
a definition of the meaning 
of this regulation should be sought 
which would make it clear that 
Christian colleges were not dis- 
qualified from realizing what they 
feel is a central purpose. 


With regard to the requirement 
that courses in religion should not 
be required of all students for 
their degree, objection was taken 
to what was felt by many to be an 
undemocratic and illiberal inter- 


ference with academic freedom, 


just as regulation 5 was felt to be 
contrary to the principle of re- 
ligious freedom granted by the 
constitution. Not a few of those 
who spoke from this viewpoint 
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added that they feel it is an open 
question whether in college it is 
better to require all students to 
take certain courses in religion, or 
whether the voluntary method is 
more satisfactory. But it was 
their conviction that this matter 
should be left to the Christian 
colleges themselves to decide. The 
effect of registration by colleges 
in the middle schools was also em- 
phasized. 


It was quite evident from the 
discussion that many of the for- 
eign administrators and teachers 
present are disturbed by what they 
believe is an interference by a 
government with matters belong- 
ing to the intérnal arrangements 
of a college. On the other hand. 
the opinion of the Chinese mem- 
bers present was overwhelmingly 
in favor of the acceptance of the 
present regulations, even with the 
present disadvantages involved. It 
was stated again and again that 
the Chinese Christian people as a 


_ whole do not feel that these regu- 


lations are an infringement of the 
rights of religious liberty granted 
in the constitution of China. On 
the other hand, they feel that 
Christian schools and colleges must 
come into official relationship with 
the educational authorities, or they 
will lose their influence both with 
students and with parents. 


It was agreed unanimously that 
no resolutions should be adopted 
and no expressions of opinion re- 
gistered either formally or in- 
formally. The matter is one for 
decision by each individual institu- 
tion. The China Association of 
Christian Higher Education which 
met immediately after the con- 
ference removed from its members 
the restriction placed upon them a 
year ago with regard to individual 
action. Each institution is free to 
register or not as it sees right after 
study of the matter. It is hoped, 
however; that there may be sub- 
stantial unanimity in. the action 
that is taken. Those who were not 
present at the discussion need have 
no fear that the members were 
careless of the supreme place of 
the Christian religion in the life 


of the colleges. Differences of 
opinion center solely on the ques- 
tion which of two possible actions 
at the present time will result in 
making the Christian  colieges 
more efficient agencies for the 
develonment of Christian 
character. 


It it is true that at no time in 
its history has the Christian move- 
ment been so much in need of the 
highly trained leadership which 
the Christian colleges can produce, 
it is also true that at no time have 
those in charge of these colleges 
been more seriously concerned that 
their students should be, in very 
truth, men devoted to Christ’s way 
of life, and prepared to live it out 
in Chinese society 


A full report of the conference 
will appear in the April issue of 
the Educational Review. 


PRESENT-DAY SITUATION 
AMONG STUDENTS 
IN CHINA 


(The following notes have been 
prepared by Mr. T. Z. Koo who is 
in charge of the Student Depart- 
ment of the National Committee 
of the Y.M.C.A. The National 
Committee is greatly enlarging its 
program for student work and 
expects to place ten men in the 
field during the coming year.) 


Forty years ago, the first stu- 
dent Y.M.C.A. was established in 
the Anglo-Chinese College, Foo- 
chow. Since then, student life and 
needs have changed greatly and 
the student Y.M.C.A. too,. has 
undergone much change. 
hooves us, therefore, in the 40th 
year of our work to make a fresh 
study of conditions with a view 
to determining the direction of our 
advance. 


The Present Environment 
of Students 


It will greatly help our under- 
standing of student needs if we 
first try to discover the significant 


It be- . 


factors in the environment sur- 
rounding students today. Briefly 
stated, there are five of these 
worthy of mention. 


The Tide of Nationalism. Ever 
since the May 4th Movement, the 
spirit of nationalism has been 
growing stronger day by day. The 
May 30th affair added fresh fuel 
to the already blazing fire and: to- 
day nationalism is exerting a 


strong influence upon the students 
of China. 


The Intellectual Renaissance. 
For ages, the Chinese mind was 
under the bondage of the authority 
of the past. Tne New Thought 
Movement broke this bondage and 
the student mind today, in its new 
found freedom, is reaching after 
undiscovered and uncharted 
regions for exploration. 


The Grind of Economic Pres- 
sure. The mounting cost of living 
unrelieved by a corresponding 
augmentation in the means of pro- 
ducing wealth is creating a serious 
economic situation for the people 
of China. The effect of this situa- 
tion upon the students can be seen 
in their growing materialism and 
in a spirit of speculation which 
hopes to reap without having sown. 


The Changing Social . Order. 
Social changes of a very funda- 
mental nature are going on right 
before our eyes. The form of 
government, the family system, 
relations between the sexes, the 
industrial system, etc., are all 
undergoing a process of trans- 
formation, which must have a most 
bewildering and unsettling effect 
upon the young student. 


The Re-adjustment in Moral 
Values. Not only is the structure 
of society changing but also the 
old moral values of life which form 
one of the most valuable heritages 
of the Chinese people. The virtues 
of loyalty, filial piety, love of peace, 
reasonableness, etc., are being 
tested under new conditions and 
the student today is placed at the 
threshold of life with all the old 
moral standbys tottering around 
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him. A. situation like this must 


shake him to the very foundation 
of his being. 


What Students 
are Thinking About 


A summary of student thought 
here will further enlighten us as 
to what students are facing today 
in the nation and the school. This 
summary can be made in three 
sections. 


Section 1. Radical Student 
Thought. Radical student thought 
at present follows mainly two lines, 
namely, the Peoples’ Revolution 
and the Student Control of Schools. 
Under the Peoples’ Revolution, 
there is a_ nationalistic program 
and an anti-Christian program. 


A. The Nationalist‘: Program 
contains the following articles: 

Recovery of foreign settlements. 

Restitution of Tariff Autonomy. 


Abolishment of consular jur- 
isdiction and extrality. 


Forbid foreign military, naval, 
and police units on Chinese soil. 


Forbid foreign vessels in inland 
navigation. 


Recover control of foreign > 


schools, 


Forbid establishment of foreign 
mills. 

Forbid foreigners from prop- 
agating religion. 

Confiscate all foreign property 
secured by unjust means. 


Establish May 30th to June 5th 
as Anti-Imperialism week. 


Organize federation of working 
men and farmers. 


Push Popular Education. 

Work for emancipation of wo- 
men. 

Establish military training in 
schools and form student army. 
_ B. The Anti-Christian Program 
has the following: 


Close or take over all Christian 
schools. 


Urge students to leave Christian 
schools. 


Organise students ffor  anti- 
Christian propaganda during vaca- 
tion periods. 

Send students into Christian 
schools and organizations to cause 
disruption from within. 


Forbid Christian students to 
participate in athletics. 


Observe Christmas week as 
anti-Christian week. 


Publish literature exposing the 
sins of Christianity. 


Urge Christians to recant. 


Under the Student Control of 
Schools, there is a program calling 
for student participation in school 
administration and another pro- 
gram of school reforms. | 


A. Program for student parti- 
cipation in administration: 

Student union to have equal re- 
presentation on school council as 
faculty. 


Student union to have contro! of 
right of publication in schcol. 


Students to have a voice in the 
determination of the school budget. 

Student voice in the council to 
be supreme after two vetos by the 
faculty members. 

B. Program of school Reforms. 

Reduction of school fees. 

Drop all subjects unsuited to the 
spirit of the time. 

Aad courses which are related to 
problems of livelihood. 

All middle schools to have course 
on history, organisation, etc., of 
Chinese society. 

Students to supervise teaching 


and class room methods of pro- 


fessors. 
More libraries and laboratories. 
Improve sanitary facilities in 
schools. 7 
Abolish all unreasonable rul:s. 


Section 2. Maiority or Moderate 
Student .znought. By far. the 
larger majority of students are 
earnest and industrious scholars 


who have come to school for the 


purpose of securing an education. 
The thinking of this group can be 
summarised as follows: 


School life and the formation of 
character: the problem of personal 
cultivation. 


Intercourse between the sexes: 
the. problem of courtship, mar- 
riage, free love, the sexual life of 
students. 


The family: the problem of 
family responsibility, the individu- 
al home, relation to parents. 


Work after graduation: the 
problem of choice of profession, 
preparation in school. 


National poverty: the problem 
of population, birth control, capit- 
alism, industrialism. 


Foreign Imperialism: the pro- 
blem of political and economic 
penetration of China by the West, 
Christianity and cultural penetra- 
tion. 


Domestic politics: the problem 
of fighting banditry, national 
education, how much time should 
students give to political work. 


The personal economic problem 
of students: How to finance a‘col- 
lege education. 


China and the world; the prob- 
lem of war, economic and radical 
exploitation, nationalism and inter- 
nationalism. 


The meaning of life: the problem 
of God, materialism, spiritual ex- 
perience and culture of the race. 


Section 3. Mission School Stu- 
dent Thought. Mission school stu- 
dents, more or less. are in the 
thought current of the majority 
group just described. In addition, 
we may mention the following: 

The place of the Christian sckool 
in China: its future, its improve- 
ment, registration, control and 
support. 

The Anti-Christian Movement: 
the problem of attitude to the 
movement and how to meet its 
attacks. 

Contribution of Christian stu- 
dents to national and student life: 
the problem of discovering that 
conti.oution and rendering it. 
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Christian students and patriotic 
movements: the’ problem of at- 
titude and participation. 


Christianity and Chinese cul- 
ture: the problem of the indigen- 
ous church, missions, theology; etc. 

School life and Christian living: 
the problem of living a Christian 
life among fellow-students 


The Evolution of the 
Student Y.M.C.A. 


Four distinct stages can be trac- 
ed in the development of the wtu- 
dent Y.M.C.A. since its inception 
forty years ago. 

The first stage. When student 
work first started in China the 
central idea controlling its develop- 
ment was evangelism among stu- 
dents and stress was laid on the 
inner circle organization. 


The second stage. At the Third 
National Convention of students 
held in Nanking in 1901, the work 
was extended to young men outside 
of schools. This decision ushered 
in the second period when the stu- 
dent Y.M.C.A. began copying the 
city Y.M.C.A. both in program and 
organisation and departmentalisa- 
tion set in. 


The third stage. With the es- 


tal-lishment of the Republic, the 


patriotic service motive began to 
dominate student thinking and the 
student Y.M.C.A. came to be re- 
garded mainly as a_ service or- 
ganisation and the large member- 
ship idea crept in. - 

The fourth stage. Before the 
Federation Conference came to 
China in 1922, a reaction was al- 
ready setting in against the stu- 
dent Y.M.C.A. modelled on the 
City Y.M.C.A. and serving as a 
service organisation in the school 
with a large and indiscriminate 
membership. The impact of the 
Federation Conference created in 
China the ideal of a national fellow- 
ship of Christian students, men 
and women, banded together to 
give their best contribution to 
national and student life and the 
idea of a national student Chris- 
tian movement was conceived 


which would in some way link up 


the existing student Y.M.C.A., 
and the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment. That is where we are at 
present. 


New Emphases in 
Student Work. 


The Student Association exists 
primarily to express the aspira- 
tion, thought, and needs of Chris- 
tian stude..ts. It is now commonly 
recognised that student 
Y.M.C.A., if it is to fulfil this mis- 
sion would need much readjust- 
ment in its purpose, organization 
and program. This readjustment 
cun be made wisely and with the 


least cost only if we know clearly 


the direction it should take. The 
New Emphases in student work is 
one attempt to discover this direc- 
tion. 


A. Tho life of a movement de- 
pends upon the spiritual fellew- 
ship among its members. This 
spiritual fellowship grows out of a 
common faith and a common task. 
Christian students have a common 
faith in Jesus Christ and a com- 
mon task in the evangelization of 
China. Can we not build up a 
strong spiritual fellowship among 
Christian students through devo- 
tion, study, and friendship based 
upon a common faith and common 
tack? Does not our hope for the 
revitalisation of the _ student 
Y.M.C.A. lie in this direction? 
Could we not then make this the 
first emphasis in our work? 


B. The life of a movement also - 


depends upon the intellectual fel- 
lowship among its members. Such 
a fellowship grows out of a cor- 
porate thinking and exnression of 
the common APOLOGIA of the 
movement. Christian students 
certainly need to think through 
their common apologia and then to 
express it before the country 
either on the platform or through 
literature. Can we not build up a 
conscious intellectual fellowship 
among Christian students by help- 
ing in the work of developing a 
Christian Thought Movement ir 
the country through study groups, 
lecture work and literature? Does 


not this indicate one direction in 
which our work needs readjust- 
ment? Could we not then make this 
the second emphasis in student 
work? 

C. The life of a movement de- 
pends too upon the fellowship of 
‘loing things together. Tnis fellow- 
ship grows out of a common out- 
pouring in service. Christian stu- 
dents have always been strong on 
the service program. What is 
needed most now is the simplifica- 
tion of the service program. Can 
we not select a few service activ- 
ities common to all parts of the 
country and make them into a 
etandard program for our student 
Y.M.C.A.’s? Could we not make 
this the third emphasis in our 
work? 


CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
RURAL LEADERS 


Mabel R. Nowlin 


This Conference was he'd under 
the aucnices of the College of 
Avcriculture and Forestrv of the 
University of Nanking, February 
2-5 in the citv of Nankirg. The 
Rural Church Committee of the 
N. C. C., the Committee on Agri- 
cultural Education of the C. C. EF. 
A. and the Council on Health 
Fducation cooverated with the 
Univercity of Nanking in arrange- 
ments for the Conference. 


Its two main purpoces were: 
(a) to concentrate the thought of 
rural leaders on the problem of 
ruralizing the program of the 
Chinese country church; (b) to 
bring workers in rural districts 
into closer touch with the College 
of Agriculture and Forestry. 


Attendance 


In spite of difficulties of travel 
occasioned by civil war, 219 dele- 
gates of whom only sixteen were 
from foreign lands were in at- 
teridance. Owing to interruption of 
traffic on the Tsin-pu and Gin-han 
railways, North China delegates 
were unable to attend. The occupa- 
tions represented were: ordained 
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pastors, 29; unordained pastors, 
24; rural teachers, 35; farmers, 
24; students, 27; and _ busines 
men, 3. | 


They were a forward looking 
group of men, aware of the im- 
portance of China’s three hundred 
million rural population, and _ re- 
cognizing that the rural problem 
must be dealt with in a different 
way from that of the city. They 
came burdened with the needs of 
the country people and earnestly 
desiring to know how best to pre- 
sent the Gospel of Jesus Christ so 
as to meet those needs. 


It was regretted that provision 
had not been made for representa- 
tion of women rural workers. 


Organization Of The Conference 


Rev K. T. Chung and Rev. 
James Y. Yeh were elected chair- 
men, Mr. Chang Chi-wen and> Mr. 
Frank W. Price secretaries. Dr. J. 
E. Williams, Vice-President of 
Nanking University gave the ad- 
dress of welcome. 


The morning sessions were de- 
voted to papers and discussions on 
the following subjects: Religious 
Ideas and Practices of Rvral Peo- 
ple; Ruralizing the Christian Rural 
Program; Service Projects for the 
Rural Church. The afternoon 
sessions were given over to lectu- 
res by the faculty and the exten- 
sion workers of the College of 
Agriculture and Forestry on such 
subjects as Rural Education, Rural 
Surveys, How Crops are Improv- 
ed, Rural Co-operative — Credit 
Societies, Agricultural Fairs and 
Exhilits. These were followed by 
inspection trips about the college. 
In the evening meetings there were 
demonstration vlays on rural sub- 
jects of the sort that any com- 
munity could give. One evening 
Mr. T. Y. Chang of the Council on 
Health Education gave a lantern 
lecture on Rural Hygiene. 


The splendid cooperation of the 
College of Agriculture and Forest- 
ry made possible the most practi- 
cal application of the methods 
brought out in the meeting. Near- 
ly every delegate went home with 


a generous sample of improved 
seed for distribution in rural dis. 
tricts. 


The spiritual note was sounded 
throughout the meeting. It was 
made clear that there is no magic 
in Christian agriculture; that bet- 
ter means and methods and results 
have come through working toge- 
ther with God. A new vision of 
what was meant in trying to 
“think God’s thoughts after Him” 
came in Dean Reisner’s presenta- 
tion of the deeply spiritual signi- 
ficance of seed sowing and cultiva- 
tion, of cooperating with God in 
seed improving, of finding out the 
laws of growth laid down by the 
God who includes all science. 


Religious Ideas Of Rural People 


It was brought out that” the 
superstitions and religious practi- 
ces of the rural population arise 
from their consciousness of a 
power beyond their control: of 
deities who seem to be responsible 
for sun and rain, and for crop 
calamities, as well as for the mys- 
teries of birth life and death. 


There was in the discussions 
neither ridicule of the superstitious 
nor scorn of the many child-like 
practices, but rather a sympathe- 
tic attempt to see the heart need 
of the farmer which these non- 
Christian faiths so failed to ans- 
wer. The hard struggle for exis- 
tence, the need for better methods 
and crop control were shown to 
be an excellent point of contact for 


‘presentation of the God who want- 


ed them to know Him and to work 
together with Him. Merely de- 
nouncing non-Christian practices 
was not the way toward winning 
these people, but rather the preach- 
ing by deed as well as by word the 
God who does have the power to 
help them cope with these cir- 
cumstances in which they re- 


cognize a power other than that of 
man. 


The rural festivals were spoken 
of as having as much recreational 
as worship value. The question was 
raised as to what the Church had 
to offer to fill this need of their 
lives. | | 


Ancestor worship was felt to 
figure very largely in the homes 
of country people The findings’ 


committee reported some definite 


ways by which this deep respect 
for ancestors might be given a 
Christian significance. 


Ruralizing The Rural © 
Church Program 


This subject was introduced by 
speakers who gave concrete exam- 
ples of how this was actually be- 
ing accomplished. Mr. C. L. Irwin 
of Nanhsuchow outlined their plan 
whereby evangelistic teams of two 


men each stay six weeks in a vil- 


lage, then move on to ocher vil- 
lages. The objective is to win a 
small nucleus of believers, and to 
make them self-supporting, self- 
governing and_ self-propagating 
from the start. Five points are 
emphasized: (a) -The people must 
be led to faith in God and depen- 
dence on Him rather thanfiipon the 
missionary or mission; (b) Be- 
lievers must depend on mutual help 
and fellowship, meeting regularly 
for worship under their own 
leadership; (c) Believers must 
depend on a growing knowledge of 
the Bible, and read it through in 
character or in phonetic; (d) Be- 
lievers must depend for growth 
upon service and service projects 
in their own villages; (e) Upon 
the local group is laid the task of 
winning the rest of the village to 
Christ. The Nanhsuchow Church 
prints its own paper for distribu- 
tion in the country. This contains 


study and reading material for ‘he 
churches. 


Under the subject of Advancing 
the Rural Church, Pastor Yu 
Shen-hsiung of Wenchow. Che- 
kiang, reported 47 independent 
churches, 4 pastors and over 40 
volunteer leaders elected by the 
various churches. The volunteer 
leaders are given a little money to 
help in the work, but for the rest 
of the work they depend on the 
“service groups” in the churches. 
Money is raised through seasonal 
contributions (in the fourth, 
seventh, eleventh months), thanks- 
giving contributions and special 
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contributions. Formerly they de- 
pended for funds also upon the 
Mission. Their principles are the 
use of local human and financial 


resources and a simple, adapted 
program. 


An address on “Solving the 
Farmer’s Problem” was presented 
by Mr. Li Chih-tsai. He gave an 
account of his rural school which is 
one of the University’s experimcnt 
schools. The students study half 
the day, and farm half the day, 
putting into practice improved 
methods of agriculture. All the 
objections with which the school 
was first grected have disappeared. 
In Mr. Li’s_ school-church, the 
Sunday program consists of Sun- 
day School from nine to ten, per- 
sonal contacts from ten to eleven, 
and preaching service from eleven 
to twelve with rural object lessons. 
The afternoon is given to visiting. 


In the discussion, the feeling 
was expressed that self-supporting 
churches among China’s one mil- 
lion villages will do more to 
advance the Church of Christ in 
China than anything else. Also 
that more money should be used in 
training rural leaders, teacher- 


preachers and agricultural- 
preachers. 


Service Projects for the Rural 
Church. 


Dean Reisner called atten- 
tion first to the agricultural 
aspects of this subject dealing with 
such subjects as improved crops, 
silkworm eggs, trees, especially 
fruit and nut bearing trees and 
general nursery stock, improved 
methods of irrigation, control of 
diseases of plants and animals. 
Second, he spoke of the educational 
needs, the problem of schools for 
children with “rural motive- 
garden-nursery” and the daily 
vacation Bible school. For adults, 
he felt that there was need of ex- 
tension activities of an education- 
al nature, such as exhibits, fairs, 
plays, lectures, etc. He also felt 
that the village school should be 
made the community center and 
that provision should be made for 


people's schools and night schools. 
There should also be a library or 


reading room with simple litera- 
ture giving the news of the day, 
agricultural information and 
religious inspirational material. 


- Third, under the heading of 
social aspects of a rural program, 
he dealt with disease prevention 
and control such as campaigns 
against cholera, malaria, and 
against dirt, (fly, mosquito 
and clean-up campaigns.) He 
spoke further of the need of plan- 
ning for work for women and for 
recreational activities, the organiz- 
ing of societies, having plays, etc. 
The fourth topic was that of the 
economic conditions in the country 
under which the following subjects 
were considered: rural credit 
societies, cooperative marketing 
or storage activities, cooperative 
use of implements, animals, etc., 
also cooperative construction of 
wells and public utilities, thrift 
encouragement, opening of savings 
accounts in post offices, etc. 


It was pointed out that the 
Church should not attempt to 
appear as a full-fledged demonstra- 
tion center, but should start with 
a simple program of service, get- 
ting a few boys and young men 
interested in better agriculture. 
and endeavoring to have them 
attend some short course offered 
by the University of Nanking’s 
Agricultural Department. Local 
volunteers to help support and 
push the work are desirable from 
the beginning. ‘The aims should be 
the improvement of the whole of 
rural life and not merely of its 
economic conditions. . 


Findings 


1. On the Religious Life of Rural 
People. Country people have a 
strong religious tendency which is 
expressed in simple childlike ways. 
Their faith is unreasoned and 


varies greatly in its manifesta- 
tions. 


2. Three important problems. 


(a) To conserve the values in ex- 
isting religious’ beliefs and 
practices and to eliminate what is 
false (1) by promoting a program 
of rural betterment and improve 


the economic conditions since these 
are at the root of many present 


superstitions and practices; (2) . 


by presenting Christian truth as a 
substitute for their superstitious 
beliefs. (b) How can the Church 
conserve what is of value in ances- 
tral worship? This was regarded 
as the heart of the rural religious 
problem. It was suggesiec that 
each Christian home should have 
an ancestrei family record Bible, 
that memoria! services for ances- 
tors should be hei at Easter time, 
and that methods that are adapted 
to the Chinese physchology and at 
the same time are in harmeny with 
Christian teaching should be sub- 
stituted for «he methods formerly 
held in ancestrai halls. (c) Should 
Christians contribute to the ex- 
penses of local temples and 
theatrical performances? It was 
felt that under no condition should 
Christians contribute to temples or 
theatricals connectea with the 
worship of false gods, but that 
they should contribute generously 
and gladly to all philanthropic 
causes in the community. The 
policy of the Church in such mat- 
ters should be made known. If 
Christians are pressed to con- 
tribute to idolatrous practices, 
their point of view should be clear- 
ly stated and amicably discussed. 
Only as a last resort should the 
matter be taken to court, and then 
not prosecuted in such a way as 
to injure the cause.of the Church. 


On the subject of Ruralizing 
the Christian Rural Program, the 
Conference expressed itself as 
convinced that a realization of the 
aim, “China for Christ” depends 
largely on the winning of China’s 
rural population. The problem is 
widely different from that of the 
city. In propagating the gospel, 
in addition to medical and educa- 
tional work, attention should be 
given to the improvement of condi- 
tions of rural life since this would 
serve as a point of contact which 
would draw people to the Church 
where they may receive the truth 
and accept Christ. The opinion 
was expressed that at the present 
time, rural preachers, teachers and 
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other workers, both men and 
women, sorely lack special know- 
ledge and training in rural work. 
Therefore the Church in coopera- 
tion with the Christian colleges 
should at suitable times promote 
short courses and institutes in 
agriculture and rural service. All 
seminaries, Bible schools and 
normal schools should add courses 
in agriculture and rural life, 
through special departments or by 
cooperation with nearby agricul- 
tural schools, for the training of 
the skilled, persevering leadership 
which the rural church needs. In 
the training of rural Christians, 
self-expression and _ self-support 
should be constantly emphasized. 
Five principles were agreed upon 
as follows: 


1. Rural people must be led to 
know the true God and consequent- 
ly to give up faith in false wods and 
spirits; 2. Rural Christians must 
be taught to read, to read the 
Bible to sing and to pray 
3. They should grow by mutual 
encouragement and should them- 
selves learn to lead services of 
worship; 4. They should learn to 
express their Christian life in 
service to the community; 5. 
They themselves should propagate 
the Gospel by constantly witness- 
ing for Christ. 


Women and the Country Church. 
The question of women and the 
country church was dealt with in 
a special afternoon session when 
Miss Chang Jin-san and Miss 
Nowlin, representing the Rural 
Church Committee of the N.C.C., 
met a group of women in Nanking 
to discuss what could be done to 
help farmers’ wives. The special 
needs of country women were 
brought out at this meeting, their 
superstitions, the expression of 
their deeply religious natures, their 
seclusion, their illiteracy, their 
ignorance of how to plan their 
work so as to have time for the 
things of the higher life, their lack 
of knowledge of home hygiene as 
well as the baffling problems of 
human relationship with which 
they are always surrounded. The 
_ question of how to meet these 


needs seems to involve both more 
workers and better methods. While 
extension workers from the College 
of Agriculture bring aid to the 
farmers, little special training has 
thus far been given to workers 
amongst the women in the coun- 
try. The hope was expressed that 
those who were training girls to 
take their places in country homes, 
Bible women and other workers 
among country women should pay 
special attention as to how to fit 
the people to take their place as 
Christian community leaders. 


The following methods were 
suggested as having already been 
found successful: (a) That once 
a month special effort be made to 
secure the attendance of _ the 
women of the family at church and 
that the services be planned with 
their needs specially in view. In 
some places the women come on 
Friday and stay at the church 
until Sunday afternoon; food 
being sold to them at _ cost. 
This gives time for special 
instruction as well as _ for 
spiritual fellowship, and also offers 
an excellent opportunity of finding 
out how successful they have been 
in carrying out plans previously 
agreed upon. (b) Practical meth- 
ods of teaching neatness and 
cleanliness in the home by furnish- 
ing simple standards and by offer- 
ing prizes. (c) Parent-teacher 
meetings for the discussion on 
home management. (d) “Better 
Homes” campaigns held monthly 
or during a “Better Homes” week, 
using N. C. C. material and sug- 
gestions of the Committee on the 
Home 


The lack of women rural work- 
ers revealed one of the weaknesses 
of the women’s side of rural church 
work, and lack of organization as 
a group. This College of Agri- 
culture serves as such a correlat- 
ing body for work amongst men. 
The question is who should do this 
for the women and how can it best 
be done. Readers of the Bulletin 
are asked to send in to the Rural 
Church Committee of the N. C. C. 
their suggestions on these ques- 
tions. 


COMMITTEE ON THE COUN- 
TRY CHURCH AND RURAL 
LIFE 


Topics for Study 
by 


Sectional Committees, 1925-26. 
(Based on the Five Recommenda- 
tions.) Those whose names appear 
have been asked to undertake 
particular studies. 

I. As to the Preaching of the 
Gospel. 

(a) Tent Preaching.. 

Rev. Chang Szu-ching. 

(b) Home to Home Preaching. 

Rev. Hsiao Moh-kwang. 


(c) Preaching by Chinese story- 


telling and ballad-reciting method. 


Rev. Liu Chioh-fei. 

(d) Promoting the celebration 
of Chinese 8th Month Festival as 
a Feast of Thanksgiving for the 


Church of China. 
Rev. Morton Chu. 


(e) Adaptation to Christian uses 
of certain Chinese festivals: 


1. To study the adaptation of 
Chinese New Year Festival for 
evangelism and training of lay 


workers. 
Rev. Shen Wen-ching. 


2. The best means of adapting 
the Tsing Ming Festival for Chris- 
tian services in commemoration of 
Ancestors; and also for agricultur- 
al improvements, as the making of 


Tsing Ming the Arbor Day of 


China. 
Rev. Lin Yu-hsu. 


38. The developing of a program 
of village improvement, especially 
from the health side as the time of 
the Dragon Boat Festival is the 
universal cleansing day. 

Council on Health Education. 

4. Adaptation of main Chinese 
festivals to Rural Church program. 

Rev. James Yeh and 
Rev. Chang Fang. 

II. As to Ministers. 

(a) Curriculum for Seminaries 
and Bible Schools that are training 


workers for rural districts. 
Rev. J. S. Kunkle. 
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(b) Course of study for Semin- 
aries and Bible schools training 
women workers for rural districts. 

Miss M. R. Nowlin. 

(c) Course of study for Normal 
Schools training rural workers and 
teachers for rural districts. 


Rev. B. B. Chapman. 
(d) Course of study for Normal 


Schools training women teachers 
for rural districts. 


Mrs. W. H. Lingle. 


(e) Summer School course for 
training workers on field who wish 


help. 
S. C. Lo. 


(f) Bibliography for country 
ministers’ libraries. 
Rev. James Yeh. 


Ill. As to Church Planting. 


(a) Study and promote method 
used at 


Tsang Chow 

—Rev. Cheng Kwoh-chao. 
Nanhsuchow 

—Rev. Shen Shi-an. 
Tsingchow 
—Pastor Meng Lao-san. 


Amoy 


Rev. Hsu Shen-yen. 


Swatow 
—Rev. T. C. Gibson. 


(b) Model for country church 
—Rev. K. T. Chung. 


IV. Course of Study for training 
of Lay Leaders. 


Rev. A. G. Bryson. 

V. Formation of Country Church 
and Rural Life Committee from 
committees of various synods and 
conferences, outlining the specific 
work in which such committee can 
help in carrying out Recommenda- 


tion IV. 
—Rev. R. E. Chandler. 
—Rev. Chang Hen-chiu. 


VI. Rural Life. 


(a) Promote application among 
country churches of results obtain- 
ed in agricultural stations. 


(b) Help in investigation of 
economic and social facts of coun- 


life. 
es —Prof. J. H. Reisner. 


VII. Women and the Country 

Church. —Miss M. R. Nowlin. 
—Dr. Luella Miner. 

(a) Status and work of foreign 


women missionaries in country 
work. 


(b) Training, status and work 


of Bible women in country dis- 
tricts. 


(c) Development of women 
leaders in the country church. 


(d) Training and nurturing of 
women church members. 


(e) Girls’ schools in the country 
districts. 


(f) Home Economics. 


NOTES ON THE WORK OF 
COMMITTEES 


Committee on Church and Home 


Thrift Campaign. The Com- 
mittee has sent to every church 
and Christian organization in 
China two posters presenting the 
idea of conservation of time, money 
and energy, the stopping of leak- 
age and waste in gambling, im- 
purity, narcotics, superstitious 
practices, vanity, wine and to- 
bacco, etc. Reports were received 
from the following cities which 


participated in this campaign: 
Anhwei: Anking, Suchow, Wuhu 


Chekiang: Hanchow, Pingyang, 
Shaohing 


Chihli: Fangshan, Shanhaikwan 


Fukien: Amoy, Changchow, Foo- 
chow 


Honan: Hsuchang, Wuan 
Hunan: Changsha 


Hupeh: Kienli, 
Shasi 


Kansu: Lanchow 


Kiangsi: Chingtehcheng, Kiu- 
kiang 


Kiangsu: Changshu, Nanking, 


Siangyang, 


Shanghai, Soochow, Sungkiang, 
Wusih, Changchow, Quinsan, 
Tingyeng. 


Kwangsi: Kweilin 

Kwangtung: Canton, Fatshan, 
Hongkong, Swatow, Chungshan, 
Tsengcheng 


Manchuria: Kayuen, Ta-ha-ho, 
Tungkiangkow 

Family Worship. A_ special 
committee on this subject, with 
Mrs. MacGillivray as convener, 
was appointed. This committee 
recommended the following mat- 
terial for inclusion in a special bul- 
letin to be published during April: 

1. A letter to the pastors and 
Christian workers asking them to 
place renewed emphasis on the pro- 
motion of the Family Altar’ in 
Christian homes. 


2. Mr. Chung to write an article 
or prepare a symposium on prac- 
tical experiences of Family Wor- 
ship. 

3. Mrs. MacGillivray to work on 
“Hints to Parents in regard to the 
relation of Family Worship to the 
religious education of the child.” 


4. Rev. H. C. Tung and Mr. 
Samuel Shen to write an account 
of 20 cottage meetings recently 
developed in Christian homes in 
Shanghai for the purpose of plant- 
ing the idea of Family Worship 
and religious culture in Christian 
homes. 


5. Bibliography. Books and 
pamphlets, hymnals, stories, pic- 
tures, etc., suitable for the use of 
Christian homes in promoting 
family worship and _ religious 
education. This is to be reviewed 
by a sub-committee consisting of 
Mrs. MacGillivray, Rev. Chen 
Chin-yung, Mr. Luther Lee. Mrs. 
MacGillivray will collect all books 
on this subject published by the 
C. L. S., and Mr. W. H. Nieh, the 
N. C. C. Librarian, will collect 
others for review by the sub-com- 
mittee. 


6. Rev. H. C. Tung to find a 
Chinese artist who can draw suit- 
able Bible pictures and _ write 
scrolls to be mounted for use in 
Chinese homes to help create a re- 
ligious atmosphere. 


Family Records in the Bible. The 
sub-committee on this subject pre- 
sented the following outline of 
items to be included in Family 
Records, in the Bible to meet the 
need of Christian homes: 


= 
| 
| 
| 
| 


28 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


1. Diagram of family lineage for 
nine generations according to 
Chinese Civil Law—four genera- 
tions back and four forward. (One 
large sheet in the Family Bible is 
considered space enough for this). 


2. Brief family history, tracing 
sources, also mentioning those who 
have special merit in State or So- 
ciety or Church. (Two sheets). 


8. Birthdays. Name, honorary 
name, place and date of birth, 
place and date of baptism and 
name of pastor. (Two sheets) 


4. Marriage. Name, honorary 
name, age, nativity of bride and 
bridegroom, place and date of mar- 
riage, guardians, go-between, pas- 
tor or one who officiates. (Four 
sheets). 


5. Deaths. Name, honorary 
name, date of death and burial 
place. (Two sheets). 


6. Miscellaneous Records. An- 
niversaries of memorable events, 
birthdays, marriages; removal, 
change of vocation, important 
events in the religious life of the 
family *(as one member being dedi- 
cated to the ministry or to be a 
missionary), reunion of relatives, 
visits of prominent friends. 

Family Bible Reading. A special 
committee, composed of representa- 
tives of the different Bible Socie- 
ties, the China Sunday School Un- 
ion and the Christian Endeavor 
Union, drafted the following re- 
commendations on Family Bible 
Reading in China: (1) That every 
Christian family have a Family 
Bible; (2) that there be regular 
family Bible reading; (3) that 
the family Bible reading follow 
some such systematic course as 
that provided by the C. 8S. 8S. U. 
(the International Family Bible 
Reading Association), the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Bible Reading 
topics, or the Scripture Reading 
Union; (4) that the memorizing of 
Scripture texts, particularly by 
young neople, be encouraged. 


It was thought advisable to pro- - 


duce in some way an independent 
Chinese selection for Family Bible 
reading for 1927, and the follow- 
ing resolution was passed: 


RESOLVED, that a_ sub-com- 
mittee be appointed consisting 
of Rev. H. C. Tung, Mr. J. J. 
Poan, Rev. K. T. Chung, Mr. M. 
Y. Chou (convener), to see that 
some such body as the »piritual 
Light group of Nanking or some 
pastor like Rev. Chia Yu-ming 
give time to work out this Guide 
for the encouragement of Bible 


reading in Christian homes in 
China. 


Vaccination Posters. As their 
share in the -Health campaign 
among Chinese Christians, the 
Committee sent out at its expense 
15,000 each of the large and small 
Vaccination Posters, prepared and 
contributed by the Council on 
Health Education. 


Rural Church Committee. 


Chairman. It is a matter of great 
regret that Mr. Chang Hen-Chiu 
could not accept the Chairmanship 
of the Committee. The Committee 
has been somewhat hampered, 
therefore, by lack of ‘leadership, 
but has tried to go forward with 


the work before it, making use of 


such time as Mr. K. T. Chung, the 
secretary, could give it. 


Meeting of January 7th. The 
secretary took advantage of the 
presence in Shanghai of a number 
of members from different parts, 
who were in attendance upon the 
Mott Conference, to call a meeting 
of the Committee on January 7th. 
The following were present: Rev. 
A. Weir, Rev. R. E. Chandler, Rev. 
J. D. MacRae, Rev. J. S. Kunkle, 
Rev. K. T. Chung, also Rev. James 
Yeh and Rev. Chang Fang as visi- 
tors. It was thought that the 
Topics for Study suggested at its 
first Meeting ought to be taken 
up by the different Sectional Com- 
mittees as planned and the results 
published in the Bulletin or in a 
special supplement. A list of these 
Topics will be found on another 
page of this Bulletin. 


Meeting of Central Committee. 
The members of this committee 
were fortunate in being able to 
meet together in Nanking at the 
time of the Rural Workers’ Con- 


ference at the University, consider- 
ing the difficulties of travel in the 
North and other parts. ‘There 
were present Miss Mabel Nowlin 
Rev. Morton Chu, Miss Chang 
Jin-san, Prof. J. H. Reisner, Rev. 
Yu Shu-hsun, Rev. K. T. Chung. 


A number of resolutions were 
adopted for. presentation to the 
Annual Meeting of the N. C. C. 


The Committee also suggested 
that during the Annual Meeting 
a half day should be given to the 
Rural Church Committee work, 
and one evening devoted to the 
presentation of a Pageant such as 
was given by the Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry in Nan- 
king. This’ Pageant, entitled “The 
Missing Link,” was a great help 
to the country preachers at the 
conference as showing the needs 
of country people. 


Miss Nowlin and Miss Chang 
Jin-san called the attention of the 
Rural Workers Conference to the 
lack of representation of women at 
that conference and a group was 
formed, with the help of Mrs. 
Reisner, for the special purpose of 
helping farmers’ wives. (A re- 
port of this Conference will be 
found in another part of the 
paper.) 


The Central Committee is ex- 
pected to meet on the day before 
the Annual Meeting (Tuesday, 
May llth) to make recommenda- 
tions concerning the work for the 
coming year. 


Reports of Sectional Committees. 
We publish in this issue an ac- 
count of the work of the Hupeh 
Section. A report is expected 
from the Chihli and Kwangtung 
sections during the coming month 
or six weeks. | 


Publications. We are glad to 
announce that the report of Mr. 
Chang Hen-chiu and Mr. Morton 
Chu of their eight months’ investi- 
gation on behalf of the Rural 
Church Committee is now avail- 
able. It is entitled “The Rural 
Church of China Today” and cov- 
ers the following four points: 
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‘a) Needs of Rural people, physi- 
cally, spiritually and intellectually ; 
(b) The present Church not adapt- 
ed to meet the above needs ade- 
quately; (c) New methods of rural 
evangelism; (d) Guiding prin- 
ciples of church planting. 


Mr. Chandler has kindly offered 
to translate the report into Eng- 
lish. 


Rev. J. S. Kunkle has given us 
permission to reprint his report of 
the study of Rural Church condi- 
tions in Kwangtung, crystallized 
in his concrete proposal to his own 
Board for a Rural Workers’ Train- 
ing School. The pamphlet is entitl- 
ed “The Training of Rural Work- 
ers.” It will be off the press in 
English and Chinese by April Ist 

Two other pamphlets reprinted 
are the one by Mr. Sidney Clark 
on “The Country Church and In- 
digenous Christianity” and one on 
“The Openings Before the Coun- 
try Church,” the latter being parts 
of essays, speeches, discussions and 
resolutions on Rural matters at 
the 1922 Conference. 


Mecting of the Hupeh Section 


At a meeting held in October 
the following actions were taken. 


1. The committee is of the opin- 
ion that the Mid-Autumn Festival 
is a very appropriate time for the 
Thanksgiving service. 


2. Easter should take the place 
of the Tsing Ming Festival in com- 
memorating parents, both livin 


and dead. | 
3. Other Seasons: 


New Year time for evangelistic 
work. 


Dragon Boat Festival for village 
health program. | 


(The Rural Committee should 
adapt as far as possible, the main 
festivals for its program.) 


4. The committee co-opted the 
following members for the Hupeh 
Section: Archdeacon Hu Lan Ting, 
Rev. S. H. Littell, Mr. Kung Tzu 


Yuen, Dr. Shan, Mr. Ho Bing, Rev. 


Fan Ching Yoh, A sub-committee 
on the Rural Church has been ap- 
pointed by the Hankow Diocese, 
Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hui. 


NATIONAL ANTI-OPIUM AS- 
SOCIATION—SOME RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 


Garfield Huany 


Delegation to Japan and South 
Sea Islands. 


Last fall when Dr. R. Y. Lo visit- 
ed Japan as a fraternal delegate 
from the National Christian Coun- 
cil of China to the National Chris- 
tian Council of Japan he also act- 
ed as the representative of the 
National Anti-Opium Association. 
While in Japan he was able to 
make a number of speeches on the 
International aspect of the opium 
problem. As a result of his visit 
the Anti-Opium Society of Tokyo 
sent a resolution to their govern- 
ment urging that a stop be put to 
the smuggling of and traffic in 
opium and other narcotics by 
Japanese subjects. 


Dr. Wu Lien Teh, China’s of- 
ficial delegate to the meeting of 
the Far Eastern Association of 
Tropical Medicine in Tokyo last 
October, read a paper on “The 
Public Health Aspect of the Nar- 
cotic Problem”, and presented a 
recommendation on behalf of the 
Association urging the medi- 
cal profession of different nations 
in the East to cooperate in the re- 
moval of the curse of opium and 
other narcotics. The recommenda- 
tion, which sought to limit the 
production and manufacture of 
opium and other narcotics to medi- 
cinal needs, was unanimously 
adopted and his paper widely cir- 
culated. 


On his recent trip to the South 
Sea Islands under the auspices of 
the League of Nations, Dr. Wu 
carried a commission from the 
National Anti-Opium Association 
to coordinate the local Chinese bod- 
ies in the fight against opium. 


Memoria! to Commission on 
Extraterritoriality. 


The problem of Gpium in China 
is a complicated one. Compulsory 
poppy planting decreed by the 
militarists has resulted in the pro- 
duction of very large amounts of 
native opium. In addition it is 
well known that quite a_ large 
quantity of narcotic drugs is also 
imported from foreign countries. 
The estimate of the latter made by 
the Eastern Conference on 
Tropical Medicine is twenty-seven 
tons of morphine, annually. This 
is evidence as to the international 
aspects of the drug problem in 
China. 


With these facts in mind, the 
Assoviation recently sent a memo- 
rial to the Commission on Ex- 
traterritoriality in Peking, asking 
for the abolition of Consular Judi- 
cial and Extraterritorial Rights 
for the following reasons: 


1. The privileges of extrater- 
ritoriality facilitate the smuggling 
of opium (and fire arms) bv un- 
desirable foreigners. 


2. The transportation of opium 
from foreign countries to China 
and from one port to another in 
this country is being undertaken 
by merchant vessels mostly flying 
foreign flags, and it is, therefore, 
difficult for Chinese authorities to 
enforce opium prohibition so long 
as extraterritorial rights are main- 
tained. 

3. The punishment and fines in- 
flicted on opium and morphia deal- 
ers by the authorities of the for- 
eign Settlements are lenient in 
comparison to Chinese law, so that 
the opium business centers in these 
vlaces. 


4. Foreign opium dealers on oc. 
casion make use of Chinese smug- 
glers, affording them protection 
when discovered, so that there is 
difficulty for the Chinese authori- 


Motion Pictures 


There is no doubt that the in- 
creasing use of motion pictures 
is going to play a great part in 
the popular education of this 
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nation, and the Association has 
decided to avail itself of this means 
for part of its anti-narcotic work. 
A special fund has been secured 
for a prize for the best scenario 
or story for an Anti-Opium picture 
to be submitted to the Association. 
Details can be had on application 
to the office. A special committee 
on Motion Picture Education has 
also been organized under’ the 
chairmanship of Mr. Juo Shen of 
the Council on Health Education. 
A number of leaders in the Motion 


Picture industry are members of- 


this committee. 
Gift to Dr. W. W. Willoughby 


Recently a fund of $800 was 
collected by the Association for the 
purchase of a gift for Dr. W. W. 
Willoughby of John Hopkins Uni- 
versity, as an expression of ap- 
preciation from Chinese leaders 
for his services to China during 
the last Geneva Opium Conference. 
The gift made was in the form of 
two Chinese rugs, especially de- 
signed and made in Tientsin, and 
a silk edged paper scroll bearing 
the names of the eighty-three con- 
tributors, these include many not- 
ables like Tong Shao Yi, Welling- 
ton Koo, C. T. Wang, Kong Yen 
Wei, Chang Tai Yen, Fang Yuen 
Lien, and others. 


Allocation of Opium Fines. 


During the month of January Rev. 
K. T. Chung paid a visit to Mar- 
shal Sun Chuan-fang at Nanking to 


. appeal for the allocation of part 


of the opium fines to the ameliora- 
tive work among drug addicts car- 
ried on by the Nanking Branch 
Association. A similar request 
was made at Hangchow some time 
ago. Marshal Sun promised to 
consider this. Mr. Chung urged 
the use of drastic measures to stop 
the activities of the vast opium 
ring which has its headquarters 
at Nanking. He also interviewed 
the Civil Governor, Chen Tao Yi, 
regarding the recrudescence of 
poppy cultivation in some twelve 
districts in North Kiangsu. 


In accordance with the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on 


Suppression of Poppy Cultivation, 
the Association circulated a letter 
to the different public organiza- 
tions in all the districts of Kiang- 
su, urging them to participate in 
the Provincial Investigation Com- 
mission. During his interview. with 
Governor Chen Mr. Chung took up 
the matter of participation by the 
National Anti-Opium Association 
in this investigation. The Gover- 
nor, while fully sympathetic with 
the aims of the Association, advis- 
ed that they carry on a separate 
investigation. He promised to in- 
struct the magistrates of the dif- 
ferent Hsiens to give necessary 
assistance in this, and will re- 
cognize the Association’s report as 
official. The cooperation of mis- 
sionaries and Christian workers 
in securing facts about the opium 
situation in their own localities 
will be greatly appreciated by this 
Association. 


Delegation to Peking. 


Rev. K. T. Chung accompanied 
by Mr. Garfield Huang, Secretary, 
is now on his way to Peking in 
the interests of the National Anti- 
Opium Association. He plans to 
visit a number of cities among 
these being Peking, Tientsin, Tai- 
yuan, Kalgan and Dairen, and 
will endeavor to secure the co- 
operation of Christian and non- 
Christian leaders in the Five Year 
Program of the Association. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
The Autonomy of the Chinese 


Church 


Action of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Mission, South: 


“Resolved: That we, the mem- 
bers of the China Mission, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, reaffirm the purpose with 
which our predecessors inaugurat- 
ed the work of which we have be- 
come a part, namely, to plant the 
the Christian Church in this land. 
We rejoice in every step towards 
the realization of that purpose, and 
we hereby assure our Chinese col- 


leagues that while we recognize 
that the initiative belongs to them, 
we are ready to cooperate with 
them whenever they feel the time 
is ripe for the organization of an 
autonomous Christian Church in 
China.” 


Cablegrams between the N. C. C. 
of China and of Japan 


Cable from National Christian 
Council of Japan, November 11, 
1925: “On this Armistice Day 
Japan National Christian Council 
unites with you in prayer for world 
peace.” 


To this the National Christian 
Council of China sent the following 
reply: “National Christian Coun- 
cil China appreciates greetings 
Armistice Day; pledges coopera- 
tion for furtherance of justice and 


goodwill.” 


N. C. C. Library 


We wish, hereby, to thank all 
those who have answered our call 
for various reports for our Libra- 
ary. We are still only at the begin- 
ning of our task of gathering to- 
gether copies of records and re 
ports bearing upon the Protestant 
Christian Movement in China. If 
you have old reports of your 
church or mission that you would 
be prepared to donate to the 
library, will you not kindly drop a 
line to the Librarian stating what 
reports you are prepared to con- 


tribute. He will inform you whe- . 
ther or not we have them already. 


We are desirous also of securing 
complete files of all Protestant 
Christian periodicals. 


Mr. Nieh, our Librarian, a 
graduate of Boone Library School, 
has taken over from Rev: G. A. 
Clayton the task of keeping the 
Index of Christian books up to 
date. A list of new books and 
tracts reported to him is being 
sent out herewith. 
of any others kindly let him know. 
We shall issue lists of this kind 
from time to time. 


If you know 
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World Conference on Faith and 
Order 


After years of preparation, this 
Conference is called to meet in 
Lausanne, Switzerland from July 
to August 21st, 1927. A draft 
agenda has been prepared and is 
being circulated. It covers’ the 
following seven subjects: 


The Call to Unity 
The Nature of the Church 


The Church’s Common Confes- 
sion of Faith in God 


The Church’s Ministry 
The Sacraments 


The Unity of Christendom and 
the Place of Different Churches in 
it. 

Arrangements for Continuing 
the Work of the Committee 


The participating communions 
are invited to send representatives 
as follows: North and South 
America, 96; Great Britain and 
Ireland, 70; Europe anu the Near 
East, 93; India, China and Japan, 
14; South Africa, 13; Australasia, 
28; and then reservations for mem- 
bers to be coopted, 50: reservations 
for representatives from churches 
not yet officially participating, 75; 
total membership of the Con- 
ference, 500. 


MOVEMENTS OF 
SECRETARIES 


Dr. H. T. Hodgkin. Upon re- 
quest of the Standing Committee of 
the Conference of British Mission- 
ary Societies it was voted by the 
Executive Committee to allow Dr. 
Hodgkin to extend the time of his 
furlough in England so that he is 
not expecteu back in Chira until 
just before the annual meeting of 
the N. C. C. in May. 

Rev. K. T. Chung was one of the 
presiding officers at the Conference 
of Christian Rural Workers held 
at Nanking during the ntirst week 
of February. He is now visiting 
North China primarily in the in- 
terests of the National Anti-Opium 
Association, to which he is giving 
a large proportion of his time. It 


is hoped that appeals for funds for 
this Assoc.... »n will make it pos- 
sible greatly to enlarge its work. 
There is a growing conviction that 
opium is one of the major evils in 
China today and that until the 
cultivation of the poppy and the 
use of opium can be brought to an 
end or at least greatly diminisie 
there is little hope of substantia] 
improvement in general conditions. 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng. The state of 
Dr. Cheng’s health has not been 
good for the past month or two, 
and upon doctor’s orders he is be- 
ing asked to take a complete rest 
for the next two or three months. 
The Executive Committee has ac- 
cordingly voted him a leave of 
absence for three months begin- 
ning with the first of March. 


Miss Haass and Mr. Meng. The 
Industrial Committee Secretaries 
have been making several trips to 
Soochow where they are helping 
in the formation of an industrial 
committee and in a survey of the 
industries of the city which it is 
expected will lead up to a confer- 
ence. The University and middle 
schools are cooperating in the 
study. Since the chief industries 
of Soochow are handicraft, this 
will be of interest to other cities 
where the same conditions prevail. 
Miss Haass has also visited Nan- 
king with the same end in view. 


A course for industria! workers 
will be given at the East China 
Summer School at Soochow this 
summer. Applications for scholar- 
ships will be considered by the 
Industrial Committee of the N.C.C. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Bulletin of Committee on Retreats 
and Evangelism 


The second Bulletin in Chinese of 
the Committee on Retreats and 
Evangelism has just been prepared 
by Dr. C. Y. Cheng The aim of 
the Bulletin is to strengthen the 
spiritual life of the Christians. It 
contains the following articles: | 


Spiritual Preparedness, ampli- 
fied speech. délivered at the Mott 
Conference, by C. Y. Cheng. 


Intercession Ruth 


Paxson. 


A study of Chinese classics on 
the Nurture of Religious Life by 
T. M. Van. 


Questions and Findings’ on 
Spiritual Preparedness at the Mott 


Conference. 
Retreats by H. T. Hodgkin. 


Devotional hymns written by 
Chinese writers by Pastors Chang 
and Cheng. 


A selected list of ten devotional 


by Miss 


~ books by W.H Nieh. 


Copies are sent to all Chinese 
pastors on our mailing list. A 
limited amount of others is avail- 
able and will be sent free upon re- 
quest as long as the supply lasts. 


China Church Yearbook 


Sth issue. C. Y. Cheng, Editor. 
362 pages. Sale price, 40 cts. paper 
cover, 60 cts. cloth cover. Big 
Money. A limited supply of this 
book is still available. 


China Mission Yearbook 


Editor, Dr. Henry Hodgkin. 
Publishers, Christian Literature 
Society. Price $2.75. 


Christian. Industry 


Bulletin No. 9. Sent free on 
request. 


Extraterritoriality and Tariff 
Autonomy 


A pamphlet of some 95 pages 
issued under the auspices of the 
China Committee of the Institute 
on Pacific Relations. <A _ limited 
number of copies of this book is 
available. Price 60 cts. 


Critical Moments in the History of 
Christianity in China 
Paper by Dr. H. F. MacNair, 
Ph. D., St. John’s University, has 
just been translated into Chinese 
and is now available in both lan- 


guages. Sent free upon request in 
limited quantities. 


Mott Conference 


A full verbatim report of the 
Conference with Dr. John R. Mott 
is being prepared in both Chinese 
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and in English. An edition of 5000 
copies each is made possible by an 
initial grant from Dr. Mott. 
Copies will be sent free to Chris- 
tian workers while the edition 
lasts. | 


MEETINGS AHEAD 


May 3-8. Annual meeting of the 
China Christian Educational As- 
sociation, Shanghai. 

May 12-19. Annual meeting of 
the National Christian Council, 
Shangnal. 

June. National Missionary Con- 
vention, called by the Chinese 
Home Missionary Society, Peking. 

August 4-10. Tenth National 
Convention of the Y.M.C.A. Tsi- 
nan, Sung. 


NOTES TO CORRESPONDENTS 

Wiil you do what you can to 
bring to the attention of those in 
‘your locality the findings of the 
Conference with Dr. John R. Mott 
in January. The N. C. C. Execu- 
tive believes that these findings 
and the questions considered at the 
Conference deserve careful study 
on the part of Christian workers 
in China. Some at least of these 
questions will come up for con- 
sideration at the Annual meeting 
of the N. C. C. in May. 


We would call your attention to 
the report of the biennial confer- 
ence of the China Association for 
Christian Higher Education which 
will appear in the April number of 
the Educational Review issued by 
the China Christian Educational 
Association. The report contains 
valuable papers on a number of 
subjects of general interest at the 
present time. It is important that 
those who desire copies should 


place their orders at once with the 
C. C. EB. A. 


The N. C. C. is-always interest- 
ed in receiving reports of import- 
ant developments taking place ‘in 
the churches and missions. We 
look to you to keep us in touch 
with anything of special interest 
occurring in your neighborhood. 


Tie Conference of Missionary 
Societies of North America at its 


Annual Meeting in January called: 


the special attention of the Boards 
to the recommendations in regard 
to Christian Literature adopted by 
the N. C. C. at its last annual meet- 
ing and urging that a larger place 
be given to the use of literature 
in the Christian program in China. 
Is this matter receiving special at- 
tention by the Christian organiza- 
tions in your region? 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


(The following quotations are 
taken from “A Devotional Diary” 
arranged by J. H. Oldham:) 


“Drink ye all of it’ 


And he teok a cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it; for this is my 
blood of the covenant. 


The love of Christ constraineth 
us; because we thus judge, that 
one died for all, therefore all died; 
and He died for all, that they which 
live should no longer live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who for 
their sakes aied and rose again... 
Hereby know we love, because He 
laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren....Insomuch as ye are 


partakers of Christ’s sufferings, 


rejoice....That I may know Him, 
and the power of His sufferings... 
Yea, and if I am offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I joy, and rejoice with you all. 


Christ’s whole life was a Cross 
and a Martyrdom, and dost thou 
seek rest and joy for thyself? 


In our weakness this day be 
strong, 


O living, triumphant Christ; 


Be strong through us, 
through us, 


To bring love and joy to the 
world— 


That eternal love, that undying 
joy, 


even 


Which can wait and suffer and 
save to the utmost. 


Almighty God, who hast shown 
us in tne life and teaching of thy 
Son the true way of biessedness, 
thou hast also showed us in His 
suifering and death that the path 
of love may lead to the cross, and 
the reward of taithfuiness*may be 
a crown of thorns. Give us grace ° 
to learn these hard lessons. May 
we take up our cross and follow 
Christ, in the strength of patience 
and the constancy of faith; and 
see, even in our darxest nour of 
trial and anguish, the shining of 
the eternal light. 


Courage 


Christianity is essentially a re- 
ligion of courage. It has always 
taught that men must be faithful 
unto death in what they conceive 
to be their duty, and that com- 
promise and submission are un- 
worthy of the disciples of Christ 
...desus, as much as pagan teach- 
ers, insists on courage as the 
primary virtue. great ulier- 
ence between them is not in their 
estimate of courage, or even in the 
kind of courage they value, but in 
the motive to which they trace it. 
For Jesus courage is not a matter 
of physical constitution, or for that 
part a purely moral quality, but 
the expression of faith in God. In 
the confidence that God is support- 
ing them men can meet all circum- 
stances fearlessly, knowing  tiat 
they will overcome the _ world. 
Courage is thus a vital element not 
mere'y in the ethic of Jesus but in 
his religion. 

Grant to us, O Lord, the royalty 
of inward happiness and _ the 
serenity which comes from living 
close to thee. Daily renew in us 
the sense of Joy, and let the 
ternal Spirit of the Father 
in our souls and bodies, filling 
every corner of our hearts with 
light and courage, so that, bearing 
about with us the infection of a 
good courage, we may be diffusers 
of life, and may meet all ills and 
cross accidents with gallant and 
high-hearted happiness, giving 
thee thanks always for all things. 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A 


